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A 7 may be thought ne- 
ceſſary to inform tbe 
Reader, that the 
Devotions, and Me- 
8 ditations contained 
in why — Pages, being adapted 
to the proper Office of the Commu- 
nion in our Church Liturgy, were 
collected by an excellent and judici- 
ous Perſon | * now with God | for 
His oun private Uſe. The Publiſher 
has been adviſed to recommend them 
A 2 10 


** The late eminent Mr. Colſton, the 
worthy Brother of the ever: memorable Mr, 
| Colſton of Briſtol. 


4 To the Reap. 
zo the World, with Leave from ng 


his Executrix, as very wſeful to- an 
wards a due Celebration of the foi 
moſt ſolemn Service of our Church. pr. 
And tho there are Prayers and 
Meditations, various, and almoſ# 
nmumberleſs already extant upon || of 
the Subject of the Sacrament, and | 7 
ſome of 8 uſeful in their kind 3 7 
yet it muff be truly owned, that | fu 
ſome others of them are ſo tedious | th 
and prolix, or elſe ſo looſe and tl 
immethodical, not to ſay, many le 
times, ſo overſirained and terri- || e 
Hing, that inſtead of helping | t. 
Devotion, they have really flagg d | v 
it; and though, it may be chari- | i 
4 
0 


zably hoped, not intended, by the 
firſt Compoſers, have yet, in many 
Cafes, tended, inſtead of inform- 


| | - ing 
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To the READER. 5 


ung, to overburthen the Conſcience, 
o- aud rather to diſtract and con- 
be found, than to edify and im- 
b. prove. 
A | 
% THE Reader, in his Peruſal 
2 of this ſport MANUAL, will 
4 | find, that the Author has judici- 
ouſly avoided all Occaſion of any 
ach Imputation ; and that, as 
there is nothing Superfluous, /o 
there is nothing in the whole Col- 
lection, but what is ſuitably adapt- 
ed to his main Deſign, which is 
zo raiſe Fervour in Devotion, 
without Enthuſiaſm, and to kindle 
in every worthy Communicants 
Heart a Zeal for God, but yet 
according to Knowledge. 
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6 To the READER 


THERE are added, by & 
Friend of the Author's, Two other | 
Meditations, tranſlated from the 
Latin of JohN GERHARD, which 
becauſe they relate to the Subject 
of the Sacrament, and fall natu- 
rally in with the foregoing Medi- 
tations, &c. therefore it has been 
thought proper to annex them by 
way of Appendix 70 the Prayers 
themſelves, and may be profitably 
:mploy dinthe preparatory Duties, 
as the Time and Leiſure will 
admit, 


Sacramentatl 


Sacramental DEvoTIONS, 
AND 


Suitable MEDITATIONS. 


EIS 


Advice and Directions about Receiving 
the HOLY SACRAMENT. 


HE Holy Sacrament, or 
Laſt Supper, of our moſt 
T. Fe bleſſed Lord, is the moſt 
ſolemn Inſtitution of our 
Religion ; and as we are 


- Chriſtians, we are obliged to the fre- 


quent Receiving of it; and we cannot 
neglect it, without a great Contempt. 
A 4 of - 
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of our bleſſed Saviour and his Relt- 
gion, He hath appointed - it for a 
ſolemn Remembrance of his great 
Love to us, in laying down his Life 
for us; and therefore he commands 
us fo do it in Remembrance of bim; 
and St. Paul tells us, That as often 
as we eat this Bread, and drink this 


Cup, we do ſhew forth the Lord's Death 


till he come, 


Bor AH the Comfort and the Benefit 
of it are great : The Comfort of it, 
becauſe it does not only repreſent to 
us the exceeding Love of our Saviour, 
in giving his Body to be broken, and 
his Blood to be ſhed for us; but it 
likewiſe ſeals to us all thoſe Blęſings 
and Benefits which are purchaſed and 
procured for us by his Death and 
Paſſion ; the Pardon of Sins, and 
Power againſt Sin. 


Tur Benefit of it is allo great; 
becauſe hereby we are confirmed in 
Goodn?ſs, and our Reſolutions of better 
| Obe- 


—— 


and ſuitable Meditations. 9 
Obedience are ſtrengthened ; and the 


Grace of God's Holy Spirit to enable 


us to do his Will, is hereby conveyed: 
to us. 


AN p the beſt Preparation for it 
is, by a ſincere Repentance for all 
our Sins and Miſcarriages, which we 
remember ourſelves to be at any 
time guilty of; by daily Prayer to 
God, that he would give us a ſincere 
Repentance for all our Sins, and mer- 
cifully forgive them to us; and by a 
ſincere and firm Reſolution to for- 


ſake our Sins, and to do better for 


the future; to be more careſul of all 


our Actions, and more * conſtant in 


Prayer to God for his Grace to enable 
us to keep his Commandments; by 
being in Charity with all Men; and 


by forgiving thoſe who have injured 


us by Word or Deed, as we hope for. 


Forgiveneſs from God. 


AND let none of us ſay, that we 


are not fitted and prepared for it. It 
A 5 18 
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10 Sacramental Devotions, 


is our Duty to be ſo: And if we be 
not prepared to receive the Sacra- 
ment, we are not qualified for the 
Mercy of God, and for his Forgive- 
neſs; we are not prepared for the 
Happineſs of Heaven, and can have 
no Hopes to come thither. But if we 
prepare ourſelves as well as we can 
by Repentance, and Reſolutions of 
growing better, and by praying hear- 
tily and earneſtly to God for his 
Grace, he will accept of this our Pre- 
 - pParation, and will give us all the 
Comforts and Privileges that belong 
to this Holy Sacrament. 


AND in order to this, it will be 
neceſſary in our private Examinations, 
to conſider diſtinctly the Exhortation 
before the Celebration of the Holy 
Sacrament, as placed in the Com- 
munion-Office, and beginning with, 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, Gc. 


Two 


——_ — 
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and ſuitable Meditations. 11 


Two COLLECTS 70 be added to your 
Private Devotions the Days of Pre- 
| paration. 


I. 


L MIGHTY God, who of thy 
tender Mercy didſt give thine 
only Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, 
and didſt in thy Holy Goſpel com- 
| mand us to continue a perpetual 
. Memory of that his precious Death 
until his coming again; hear me, 
moſt merciful Saviour, J humbly be- 
ſeech thee, and make my Deſires after 
this bleſſed Sacrament anſwerable to 
my Need of it. But, O Lord, how 
ſhall ſuch a Wretch as I dare to ap- 
proach thy Table ? How ſhall I pre- 
ſume to take the Childrens Bread, 
who am as a vile Creature in thy 
Sight? I have often trampled thoſe 
precious Things under Foot, either 
| A 6 careleſly |; 
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12 Sacramental Devotions, 
carcleſly neglecting, or unworthily 
receiving thoſe holy Myſteries : Yea, 
my horrible Guikine makes me 
tremble to come, and makes me 


not dare to ſtay away ; for where 
ſhall this polluted Soul be waſhed 


but in this Fountain opened for Sin, 


and for Uncleanneſs? Hither then I 
come; and thou haſt promiſed, that 
Him that cometh to thee, thou wilt 
in no wiſe caſt out, Cloath me there- 
fore, O God, in the Wedding-Gar- 
ment, even. the Graces of the Goſpel ; 
and make me, though of my ſelf a 


moſt unworthy, yet by thy Mercy, 


an acceptable Gu, at thy Table, 
that I may not eat or drink my own 
Damnation, but Salvation, through 


the Merits of Jeu Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


II. 


IW I L not preſume to come 
to thy Table, O merciful Lord, 


truſting 


_" —_ — 9 — WM kd 


bis bitter Sufferings for them, pierce 


me from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and 


enable me by thy Grace faithfully 


and ſuitable Meditations. 1 3 
truſting in mine own Righteouſneſs, 
but in thy manifold and great Mer- 
cies, declared unto Mankind in our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for whoſe Sake, 
give me, I pray thee, ſuch a Pre- 


paration' of Soul, as may qualify me 


to approach thy Altar. Accept of 
the Expiation which thy Son hath 
made of all my Tranſgreffions, by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf, as of a Lamb 
without Spot or Blemiſh. Let the 

Remembrance of my Sins, and of 


my very Heart, and engage me for 
ever to love and ſerve him, who 
laid down his Life for me. Cleanſe 


Spirit, that I may be a real Partaker 
of thoſe Bleſſings and Benefits which: 
are repreſented in the Sacrament of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. Strengthen, 
O God, all good Reſolutions in me; 


to perform the Conditions of that 
Covenant, which I made in Baptiſm, 


and 


! 
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and now intend to renew in the 
Holy Sacrament, by dedicating my 
ſelf intirely, and for ever, to the 
Service of my bleſſed Redeemer, 
who hath loved me, and waſhed 
me from my Sins in his own Blood: 
To him be all Honour and Glory, 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe, Love and 
Obedience, for ever and ever. Amen. 


——— 6 — — 
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ad Sal fea a Seed Jae 


d DEvoTIONs zo be uſed on 
the Wedneſday and Fri- 
d day preceeding a Com- 
| munion Sunday, in order 
to a worthy Reception. 


= 


— 


An bumble CONFESSION. 


unto thee, O thou Preſerver of 

Men! Lord, I am not worthy 
to come under thy Roof, but ſpeak 
the Word only, and thy Servant ſhall 
be healed. 


I HAVE finned : What ſhall I do 


O God, to whom Vengeance be- 
longeth, ſhew thy ſelf, but let it 
be in Pity and Compaſſion, to thy 

— wretched 
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crying Sins: And. now, my moſt. 
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wretched and unworthy Servant, who 
in all Humility confeſs my ſelf a 
wicked and ſinful Creature, I ac- 
knowledge thoſe Sins, which, if I 
would, I cannot hide from thee ; vis. 
— 1 accuſe my ſelf 
of my wicked Defires and Thoughts 
which I have conceived; of my 
wanton and evil Words which I have 
ſpoken; of my naughty and ungbdly 
Deeds which I have committed; of 
wanton and idle Sins; of ſerious and 
deliberate Sins; of ſecret and whiſ- 


pering Sins; of preſumptuous and 


— 


merciful Father, accept, in hy abun- 
dant Compaſſion, I humbly beſeech 
thee, my unfeigned Sorrow for all 
my paſt Tranſgreſſions. And. grant, 
that I may never ſo preſume on thy 


Mercy, as to deſpiſe the Riches of I} 


thy Goodneſs ; but that thy Forbear- 
ance and Long-ſuffering may lead me 
to Repentance, and Amendment of 
my finful Lite, to thy Honour and 
Glory, and my final Acquittance and 

Abſolu- 


and ſuitable Meditations. 17 
Abſolution in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus. Amen. 


ALMIGHTY God, unto whom 
all Hearts are open, all Deſires | 
known, and from whom no Secrets 
are hid ; Cleanſe and direct the 
Thoughts of my Heart by the In- 
ſpiration of thy Holy Spirit; that I 
may diſcern and lament the Miſcar- 
riages of my paſt Life, and for the 
Time to come may perfectly love 
' thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 

ame, At Chriſt nad Saviour, 
tmen, 


s , BE as. 2%. Ara. ey GE. 


A 


bas 1 es 
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h A Penitential PSALM. 

Il 

. 0 UT of the Deep have I called unto 
y thee, O Lord: Lor d, hear the 
of Voice of my Complaint. 

1 


8 thou, Lord, wilt be extreme 


to mark what 15 done amiſs, 2000 may 
abide it? 


3. For 


gc  v- —— 
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3. For there is Mercy with thee- 
therefore ſhalt thou be feared. 


4. Have Mercy upon me, O God, 
after thy great Goodneſs: According 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies do away ih 


mine Offences. | 


5 - Waſh me thoroughly from my 
Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from my 


4 6. Make me a clean Heart, 0 
i God, and renew a right Spirit within 
Þ me. 


7. For I acknowledge my Faults, 
and my Sin is ever before me. N 


8. Turn thy Face from my Sins, 
and put out all my Miſdeeds. 


1 


9. For my ⸗Wickodneſſes are gone 
over my Head, and are like a fore Bur- 
den, too heavy for me to bear. 


10. 1 


and ſuitable Meditations. 19 


10. J am feeble and fore ſmitten : I 
am brought into ſo great Trouble and 
Miſery, that 1 go mourning all the Day 


long. 


9 11. My Heart panteth, my S trength 
25 hath failed me; and the Voice of my 
Groaning is not hid from thee, 


Ny 12. Mine Enemies revile me all the 
ny Day long; and they that hate me ꝛbrong- 
fully, are many in Number. 


1 3. Deliver me from Blood-guilti- 
neſs, O Lord, and my Tongue ſhall 
fing of thy Righteouſneſs. 


14. Thou defireſt no Sacrifice, e ve. 
would I give it thee : but thou delighteſt. 
not in Burnt-Offerings. | 


15. The Sacrifice of God is a troubled 
Spirit : A broken and contrite Heart, 
one O God, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe, 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
As it was in the Beginning, c. 


An 


| 20 Sacramental Devotions, 
An Adu of CONTRITION. 
EHOLD, Lord, with thy 
wonted Mercy, the Doubts and 

Confuſions of my troubled Breaſt : 
For, when I look up to Heaven, and 
conſider the Majeſty of my great and 
holy God ; and from thence draw my 
Eyes back upon my ſelf, and view 
my own Vileneſs and horrible Sinful- 
neſs, I am all Perplexity, Diſtraction, 
and Horror: Thou biddeſt me come, 
and if I refuſe, or neglect to comply 
with that gracious Invitation, I for- 
fake my own Mercy, and deprive my 
ſelf of Life and Happineſs; but if I 
come unworthily, I am equally mi- 
ble, and ſhall be puniſhed for the 
TR Indignity of bringing fo polluted 
a Gueſt to ſo pure and heavenly a 
#1 Feaſt. What Courſe ſhall J then take 
I" to be ſafe when Danger and Death 
['s threaten on either Hand? I will even 
fly to thee, my God; and inſtead of 
"10 conſulting. with Fleſh and Blood, or 
heark- 


and ſuitable Meditations. 21 


hearkening to the too deceitful Inſinua- 
tions of my too raſh, or too timorous 
Reaſon, will aſk Counſel of thee, my 
infallible and only Oracle in Difficul- 
ties, my never-failing Help in Neceſ- 
ſities and Diſtreſſes. 


right Way, and lead me ſuch Me- 
thods of holy Preparation, as may be 
proper and ſuitable to ſo exalted an 
Act of Religion. I know that theſe 
Approaches to thee in the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, are exceeding beneficial and 
delightful; but make me know withal, 
in what manner thou muſt be ap- 
proached, to render that which is de- 
ſirable in itſelf, ſafe and profitable to 
me in particular, Give me, I beſeech 
thee, a due Senſe of the Greatneſs of 
the My/tery, and the Excellence of 
| thy Mercy in it : And conſequent to | 
n |} that, fill my Soul with pure and holy | 
of Affections, with earneſt Longings, 

or | with godly Sorrow, with fincere and 

k- ſtedfaſt Reſolutions, with profound 


Reve- 


| 
| TEtAcn me, I belſeech thee, the 
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Reverence and ardent Devotion ; that 
my Heart may be a clean, though 
homely, Receptacle for my Saviour, 
ſuch as he will not diſdain ; and I fo 
well diſpos'd a Gueſt, at this divine 
Feaſt, this ſpiritual Sacrifice, that 
thou may'ſt bid me welcome to thy 
Table, and the Food I receive there, 
may nouriſh me to Life Eternal, 
Amen. 8 


Another, with Promiſe of AM EN D- 
OST merciful Father, ſo infi- 


MENT of LIFE. 

| NA nite is the Goodneſs of thy Na- 

ture, that thou art always ready to 

Pity and relieve the Poor and Needy, 
and to extend thy timely Succours to 
us helpleſs Sinners. Of the Truth 
whereof thou haſt given me, who am 
the vileſt of Sinners, a moſt ſenſible 
Proof and Experiment. For not long 
ago, I was ſo dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, that hadſt thou not took Pity 
"_—_ me, and quickened me by thy 
| Grace, 


th 


ble 
Ng 


'ity 


ICC, 
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Grace, I had died for ever: My Un- 
derſtanding was ſo blind, that I faw 
not my Danger; my Conſcience ſo 
ſear'd, that I felt not my Guilt; my 
Will fo enflav'd to my Luſts, that I 
could not endure to think of partin 


with them: But now, bleſſed be thy 


Grace, which firſt excited my Endea- 
vours, and hath hitherto proſpered 
them; I do not only ſee the Danger 
my Sins have expoſed me to, and ſen- 
ſibly fee] the Guilt of them, but am 
freely willing to renounce them for 
ever; and to. part even with thoſe 
darling Luſts which have hitherto 
been as dear to me as my right Eye. 
And now, O Lord, I am come before 
thee, and I hope, with a true, loyal, 
and ſincere Heart, to offer up my 
Soul and Body to thee, and vow an 
everlaſting Obedience to thy bleſſed 
Will, For Jeſus's Sake, refuſe not 
this poor Oblation, which, though it 
be infinitely unworthy thy Accept- 
ance, is the beſt Thing I am able to 
preſent thee, To thee, O glorious 

Trinity, 


= 
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Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
do I, from - henceforth, eternally de- 
vote my ſelf, and all my Faculties; 
I utterly abjure all known and wilful 
Sins and Rebellions, and particularly 
all ſuch as have been hitherto moſt 
dear unto me | Here name the Parti. 
culars] faithfully promiſing, by thy 
gracious Aſſiſtance, from henceforth 
to renounce them all, and .to obſerve 
thy Laws, without any Reſerve or 
Exception. This, in the Sincerity of 
my Soul, I do vow to thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty; and, however I may be here- 
after tempted, I will never wilfully 
depart from it, or from any Part of it: 
So help me, O my God, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


A PRAYER fro ſupply the Defects 
of other Devotions, 


 LmicuTY God, the Fountain 
of all Wiſdom, who knoweſt 
my Neceſſities before J aſk, and my 


Ignorance in aſking ; I beleech thee 
to 


and ſuitable Meditations. 2 5 


0% to have Mercy upon my Infirmities, 
de- and thoſe Things which for my Un- 
es worthineſs I dare not, and for my 
ful Blindneſs I cannot aſk, vouchſafe to 
irly give me for the Worthineſs of thy Son 
oft Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: In whoſe Name 
i- and Words, I ſum up all my Wants, 
laying, 


Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
&c. 


T i x Peace of God which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, the Bleſſing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; the Virtue of 
Chriſt's bleſſed Croſs and Paſſion ; 
be with me now, at the Hour of 
Death, and in the Day of Judgment, 
cts Amen, 
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Ree Ber bag EHT 
berge: 


AMR DIT AT IO N om Chriſt's 
Invitation o he Bleſſed 8 a- 
C RAME NT. 


Chriſt. 6 O ME unto me, all ye that 

labour and are heavy la- 
den, and I will refreſh you. The 
Bread that I will give, is my Fleſh, | 
which I will give for the Life of | 
the World. | 


Diſciple.) Tux 5x, Bleſſed Jeſus, 


are thy Words, on which my Soul 


ſecurely reſts itſelf, becauſe my Sa- 
viour, who is eternal Truth, hath 
ſpoken them. Theſe thy gracious 
Invitations I will receive with holy 
Gratitude, with humble, but intire 
Confidence, and grave them upon 
my Soul in deep and indelible Cha- 

racters. 


„E SO TY Wo. WW 45> ny 


. 
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racters. And ſtupid I muſt be beyond 
Imagination, if Encouragements ſo 
kind, do not awaken and very ſen- 
ſibly affect me, But, alas! at the 
ſame Time that thy Call inclines me 
to come, my own grievous Tranſgreſ- 
fions fly in my Face, and the Terrors 
of a guilty Conſcience keep me away. 
Thou biddeſt me raiſe my dejected 
Looks, and dire& my Steps to Heaven. 
Thou exhorteſt me to begin to live 
immediately, by taking the ſweet 
Foretaſtes of Immortality, in that 
Bread which is the Food of Souls. 
How refreſhing will that be to a mi- 
ſerable Sinner, who thinks even the 
meaneſt of thy Gifts, which conduce 
to his bodily Suſtenance, too good for + 
him ! But to be invited to eat of thy 
molt bleſſed Body, and admitted to 
partake of the lively Figures of thy 
divine Blood; the Commemoration f 
thy Death, and ſure Pledges of Salva- 
tion; What aſtoniſhing Kindneſs is 
this? Lord, what am IJ, that I ſhould 
be thus ſuffered to approach thee ? 


B 2 Behold ! 7 
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Behold ! the Heaven of Heavens can- 
not contain thee, and yet thou vouch- 
ſafeſt to take up thy Abode with Man, 
that is a Worm! The Angels are not 
pure in thy Sight, and yet thou ſayeſt 
to wretched Sinners, Come unto me, 
all ye that travail, and I will refreſh 


you {! 


CoNnSIDER, O my Soul! if the 
Patriarchs and Prophets of Old ex- 
preſſed their Zeal and Devotion, by 
all the Marks of Reverence, and Re- 
ſpect to the Figures of the divine Pre- 
ſence ; ſhall 1 be negligent in my 
Preparations to meet my God himſelf, 
in the ſpiritual Participation of my 
Saviour's Body and Blood ? They 
adored the Repreſentation, and ſhall I 
diſregard the Sub/tance ; the Sum of 
all God's Mercies, and Man's Hopes? 
Ho ſhould we labour to omit no 
| Teſtimony of our Reverence, and to 
'; expreſs an humble Senſe of the un- 
4 | ſpeakable Honour this King of Hea- 
ven does us, when he vouchſafes to 
come 
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come home and dwell in our Hearts ; 
and by the conſecrated Elements 
verily and indeed to give and unite 
himſelf to every faithful Soul ? This 
is a Myſtery above our Comprehen- 
fion; for who can difcover thoſe 
Myſtical Methods, by which ſpiritual 
Grace is conveyed, with bodily Suſtc- 
nance, to the Faithful? How Bread 
and Wine ſhould be made Inſtru- 
ments of ſtrengthening the Soul, of 
purging away the Blemiſhes and Re- 
proaches of Nature, and taking out 
the Stains of Sins, and vicious Habits 
contracted by converſing with a 
naughty World? 


SUCH 1s the new Life and Health, 
which good and holy Men experi- 
mentally find upon theſe Occaſions. 
And who then can ſufficiently [lament 
the general Lukewarmneſs, the ſenſe- 
leſs Stupidity of Mankind in this great 
Concern ? How hardly are they pre- 
vailed upon to accept their own 


Mercy? How rudely do they turn 
1 their 
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their Backs upon that Feaſt which 
creates Joy in Heaven, and preſerves 
Man from Miſery and Ruin ? Oh the 
wretched Biindneſs and Hardneſs of 
Mens Hearts, which will not ſee, or 
ſeeing, will not value ſo ineſtimable 
Benefits, but turn their very Happi- 
neſs into an Occaſion of Deſtruction ! 
For I can ſcarce perſuade myſelf, but 
that if this Holy Sacrament could be 
had but in one Place, and from one 
fingle Hand only, Men would with 
eager Zeal repair thither, and vaſt 
Crouds of People ſtrive to partake of 
fo rare a Bleſſing. But now, when 
every Church, and every Feſtival, when 
every Przeſt, and almoſt every Lord's 
Day, exhibits this delicious Food, and 
offers it to as many as are religiouſly 


. and devoutly diſpoſed to accept the 


fame, we turn our Backs, and flight 
the cheap, the eaſy Favour ; of how 
higher an Ingratitude, and heavier 
Puniſhment, ſhall we be thought 
guilty, if we reject the Offer, and 
neglect ſo great Salvation Yet mw 
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feſt it is, that the Kindneſs of our Lord 
is not the leſs, but much the greater, 
for putting the Terms of this Salva- 
tion within our own Power, and leavirg 
the whole Blame and Condemnation at 
our own Doors, if we refuſe to Zale 
what, without our Fault, we can never 
want. And ſhall we then proceed to 
nauſeate and diſdain our greateſt Bleſ- 
fings : To think them /efs valuable for 
being more common? No, bleſſed Je- 
ſus! we will acknowledge thy un- 
ſpeakable Bounty, thy ineſtimable 
Mercy, who vouchſafeſt to give thy 
Body not only for, but 7 thy poor 
Servants. in this diſconſolate State: 
Who not content to ſacrifice it once 
upon the Croſs, offereſt it daily in the 
Sacrament; and haſt ſilenced all our 
Fears, and melancholy Miſgivings of 
our own Guilt and Unworthineſs, by 
that moſt tender and compaſſionate, 
that moſt extenſive and univerſal In- 
vitation : Come unto me, all ye that la- 
bour and are heavy laden with the Bur- 
den of your Sins, and I vil refreſh yo. 
B 4 A PRAYER 
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* T. 


FFF 


A PRAYER the Morning you 


intend to communicate. 


I. 


LMIGHTY and eternal God, the 
Fountain of all Virtue, the Sup- 
port of all holy Hopes, the Author of 
Pardon, of Life, and Salvation; Thou 
. haſt concluded all under Sin, that thou 
mighteſt have Mercy upon all : Look 


upon me, O God, and have Pity on 


me, lying in my Blood and Mitery, 
in my Shame, and in my Sins, in the 

Fear and Guilt of thy Wrath, in the 
Shadow of Death, and in the Gates of 


Hell. I confeſs to thee, O God, 
what thou knoweſt already y; but I 
_ confeſs it to manifeſt thy Juſtice, and 


glorify thy Mercy, who haſt ſpared 
me ſo long, that I am guilty of the 
vileſt 
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vileſtund baſeſt Follies, which ſhame- 
fully d:/honour the Sons of Men. 


Bur yet, O God, thou art the 
Healer of our Breaches, and the Lifter 
up of our Head; I am ſure thy Good- 
neſs is infinite, and I muſt not de- 
ſpar ; for thou doſt not delight in the 
Death of a Sinner; and my vans, 
though very great, are infinitely leſs 
than thy Mercies, which thou haſt 
revealed to all penitent and returning 
Sinners in Jeſus Chriſt, Lord, I am 
not worthy to look up to Heaven ; 
but be. thou pleaſed to look down 
into the Duſt, and lift up a Sinner 
from the Dunghill; and let me not 
periſh in my Folly, or be confumed 
in thy heavy Diſpleaſure. Inſpire me 
with the Spirit of Repentance and 
IMortification ; that mourning for my 
Sins, I may rejoice in thy Pardon; 
that denying my own Will, I may 
always perform 7hine; and that by 
thy Gift and Mercy, intending to 
amend whatſoever is amiſs, I may 
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have Grace and Power faith, ly 70 fe 
Fulfil the ſame. b1 


II. m 


H AR me, moſt gracious and loving m 
Redeemer, whom I approach with p. 
hearty Deſires of receiving thee into it 
my Soul: But, how can 1 expect, that ft 
thou wilt not deſpiſe a Place fo unfit a 
to entertain thy pure, thy glorious Ma- i. 
geſly? Thou knoweſt, Lord, my | ſe 
Weakneſſes and my Wants; how great 
my Sufferings are, and how black my 
Sins; how I am oppreſſed and afflicted, 
tempted and overpowered ; diſordered 
with Paſſion, and ſtained with Pollu- 
tion. To thee 1 fly for Succour againſt 
my Infirmities, for Phy/ick againſt my 
Diſeaſes, for Support under my Cala- 
mities and Diſtreſſes; who alone canſt 
give efeftual Relief to my Sorrows, 
| and ſupply my crying Neceſſities. 
| Wherefore, in thine abundant Com- 
paaſſion, accept, I moſt humbly be- 

ſeech thee, my unfeigned aaa” - 

or 
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for all my paſt Offences. The Remem- 
brance of . them 1s very grievous, the 
Burden of them is intolerable ; Com- 
mand therefore thy divine Fire to de- 
ſcend from Heaven into my Soul, that 
my Sins and corrupt Diſpoſitions may 
be the Burnt-Ofering conſumed by 
> | it; that by the Violence of its power- 
t ful Heat, it may refine and purge 
t away all my Droſs, and change me: 


into, and incorporate me with Thy-- 
ſelf. 


To that End do I promife, and 
confirm again, avow and ſolemnly 
renew the ſacred Profeſſion, loyal 
Service and Fidelity, which was 
made on my Behalf to thee at my 
holy Baptiſm ; renouncing unfeignedly. 
the Vanities of this wicked World, the- 
Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Suggeſtions 
of the Devil; and converting my ſelf 
to my moſt gracious and merciful God, 
I defire, deliberate, purpoſe and fully 
reſolve, to honour him, ſerve him, 
and obey him for ever hereafter ;- 

B 6 giving 
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Siving and dedicating to him the Fa- 
culties of my Soul, and the Members of 
my Body, to be his faithful, loyal and 
obedient Subjects and Servants for 
ever; without unſaying, revoking, 
or repenting me of this my holy and 
facred Promiſe, or any Part thereof: 
Yea, all theſe Reſolutions will I per- 
form, by thy gracious Aid and A/i/i- 


ance, 


III. 
O My God, Thou haſt declared thy 


ſelf willing to receive returning Prodi- 


gals, notwithſtanding all their paſt 
Provocations ; for my Part, I am truly 
ſenſible of my own Guilt, and 1 de- 
fire to know nothing, but the Lord 
Feſus, and him crucified : Let the Peace 
of thy Croſs reconcile me to thy eter- 
nal Father, and bring me Peace of 
Conſcience; Let the Power of thy 


Croſs prevail againſt all the Powers of 
Darkneſs; Let not the Eyes, which 


ſce the Lord, behold Vanity; and 
let 
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let not the Members of: Chriſt become 
the Miniſters of Unrighteouſneſs. But, 
in an eſpecial Manner, be gracious, 
O Lord, be gracious unto thy Ser- 
vant in the Participation of theſe 
Divine Myſteries; and grant, that 
through a ſtedfaſt Faith, and lively 
Hope, I may ſpiritually receive theſe 
ſacred Elements of Bread and Wine, 
which are the Sign of thy Body, and 
the Figure of thy Blood, in Comme- 
moration of thy meritorious Suffer- 
ings, and in full Aſſurance of the 
everlaſting Covenant of Grace, 


Ber OTL PD, with thy wonted Good- 
neſs, the unfeigned Acknowledge- 
ments of my grateful Heart; for 
when I conſider what glorious Bene- 
fits reſult from thy bitter Death and 
Paſſion, I am all Foy and Extaſy: 
Teach me therefore to declare thy 
wondrous Works, and praiſe my God, 
whilſt I have any Bezng ; that from 
ſhewing forth thy Praiſes here, I may 

| be 
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: be tranſlated to an eternal Adoration 
of thy Gries hereafter. Finally, 
| O Lord, ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and 
pour into my Heart that moſt excel- 
lent Gift of Charity, the very Bond 
of Peace and of all Virtues: Ang re- 
move from my Mind all Rancour 
and Malice, all Grudgings and re- 
vengeful Thoughts, all paſſionate 
Remembrances and Diſpoſitions to 
Strife and Debate; all that may be 
inconſiſtent with frue Charity, or 
tend to the Decay of brotherly Love. 
Make me ready to be reconciled to 
all thoſe who have offended me ; 
becauſe when we were Enemies, we 
were reconciled to God, by the Death of 
his Son. Let me embrace all my poor 
Brethren with fincere Love and Char: - 
ty, and contribute all I can to the Re- 
lief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Members; be- 
cauſe he thought not his Life too dear, 
nor his Blood too precious, to re- 
deem me from a State of Bondage and 
Slavery. Amen, 


„ 


r 


Our 
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Our Father, which art in Heaven, 


&c. 


THe Peace of God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, the Bleſing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt; the Virtue of WW 
Chriſt's bleſſed Croſs and Paſſion 
be with me now, at the Hour of 
Death, and in the Day of Judgment. 
Amen. 
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A MEDITATION pon 
zhe Neceſſity of the C O M- 
M UNION, 


Chriſt. L/ E that eateth my Fleſh, 
J / and drinketh my Blood, 


dwelleth in me, and I in him. 


Diſciple.) O deareſt TFefus ! when wy 
I reflect with what ardent Piety, with 11] 
what affectionate Devotion, with what 
an eager Zeal, thy Saints approach 
this HEAVENLY SUPPER, Shame 
and Confuſion overwhelm ine quite, 
conſcious of my own (but /ukewarm 4 
at the beſt, and too, too often per- 
fectly) ſtupid and frozen Heart : 
With what Indrfference and Colaneſs (if 
I venture to partake of thy Me- Ne 
ries | How unattected with thy Mer- 
cies! 


Le - 
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cies ] and how unprofitable under the 
gracious Diſpenſation, I return! For 
it is by no means ſufficient, that 
Men do once, or very rareiy, repair 
to this Holy Sacrament ; but, as their 
Occaſions and Neceſſities are frequent, 


ſo ſhould their Care in ſeeking Sup- 


blies be. And if this be, as moſt 
aſſuredly it is, thy Caſe, O my Soul! 
hink then how urgent thy Wants 
are, and how frequent thy Returns 
ought to be to this Fountain of Di- 
ine Grace ; where thou mayeſt find 
proper Remedies for thy ſeveral In- 
diſpoſitions, be ſtrengthened againſt 
he Aſſaults of the Enemy, and better 
fortified againſt his ſubtle Infinua- 
tions! How often hath he prevailed 
ith me to break my holy Purpoſes, 
by ſuggeſting many Fears, and diſ- 
racting my Mind with unneceſſary 
Doubts and Scruples ; that he might 
(if poſſible) hinder me from coming 
o thy Holy Table, and loſe all the 
omforts and Advantages of that 
eavenly Banquet? 
Bu r 
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| re 

BuT Jam not altogether 7gnoranWp*a 
of his Devices; and, therefore, ii 
ſhall be my Care, at folemn and pro 
per Seaſons, to partake of the Bene- 
fits of thee Holy Myſteries. For 
this is the ſovereign Balm of wounded 
Conſciences, the great Preſervativ 
of decaying Souls. Who can expreſs 
the manifold Favours and Graces, 
which thou frequently imparteſt tc 
thy beloved and religious Servant 
by communicating in this Bleſſed Sup 
per? By this thou ſuſtaineſt them in 
Sadneſs and Afliction, and enable 
them to walk. upon. the Waves of : 
troubleſome World; by this thou 
cheareſt their Melancholy and Diſ-P 
truſt, and raiſeſt up their ſinking Spi 
rits with Aſſurance of thy gracious 
Protection and Aſſiſtance; by this 
thou reneweſt their Nature, and pu- 


rifieſt their Affections; that they and 

who came at firit to this Table withlof 

great Lothneſs and Dulneſs, feel aJe2 

new Warmth within, and by Degrees”: 
are 
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re brought to frequent it with un- 
— Reliſh and Deligbt. 


Tuner, O my Soul, are the great 
genefits which thou mayeſt receive 
dy frequent Communion ! But, what 
Advantage can I poſſibly propoſe to 
ny ſelf, if I omit the preſent Oppor- 
unity ? Whatever my Pretence is 
ow, another and more prevailing 
ay interpoſe, and deprive me of 
he next; till, by Degrees, I ſhall be 
rought upon to excuſe myſelf again 
and again; and fo, by long Abſti- 
ence, become leſs fit , as well as leſs 
illing, to return to my Duty. What- 
ver Burden then I now find upon 
y Mind, I will get quit of it be- 
imes; I will not indulge my Sloth 
and Backwardneſs a Moment ; for 
here never can come any (ood of 
prolonging my Cares and Troubles, 
ind making the common Hindrances 
of worldly Buſineſs a Reaſon for 
neglecting my great, my eternal In- 
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Experience will prove the Truth can, 
it, when it is too late; that this: 
longer I defer communicating, th m 
leſs ſhall I find my ſelf diſpoſed to i B. 
and a ſtrange Careleſsneſs and Diſrehy : 
gard for holy Exerciſes will inſenſiblſatu- 
creep upon my Mind, and get Fro 
mighty Head. And, therefore, the 
Conſiderations ought for ever to emp H 
gage me the more ſtrictly to my DutyWiſe 
by a frequent and more ſerious Repepp ſa 
tition of my baptiſmal Obligations, tara 
fulfil the poſitive Command of mi inn 
dearcſt Maſter and Saviour, in doin 
this in Remembrance of Him. 


B 
er 
And, therefore, ſince I am fo grajno, 
ciouſly invited to commemorate mor 
Saviour's Sufferings, to take the Brearod 
of Life, and the Cup of Salvation, ndpnce 
Excuſe or Delay thall ever hinderſo:z/ 
my Endeavours of obtaining ſo highſlon 
a Privilege, ſo ineſtimable a Purchaſe Me. 
As I am redeemed by the Blood oPiſ 
God, ſo will I make it my bounde Na; 
Duty and Service, in the beſt Manner; 

J can 
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ran, to commemorate this great Re- 
mption, which is the very Earneſt 
lt my future Salvation. 
Bor, alas! when I reflect upon 
rehy ſelf, and conſider, not only my 
bletur al Corruptions, but my wrilful 
PFrovocations, I am confounded, and 
e ſo much as to lift up mine Eyes 
en Heaven; and from a Senſe of the 
tyWMiſery of my Condition, am forced 
peſo ſay, with the poor Publican in the 
tFarable, God, be merciful to me a 
mPrner ! 
2 


Bu T then, when I conſider far- 
er, that this very Shame and Sor- 
row, this deep Senſe and Concern 
nor my own Vileneſs, is the beſt In- 
-aFroduction to my Pardon and Accept- 
nqpnce; I need not to ſorrow as one 
del thout Hope, ſince, were I aban- 
ghfloned from the Reach of God's 
e Mercy, I ſhould not expreſs ſuch a 
OPiſpleaſure that TI had offended him. 
lenfÞiay, the more ſenſible I am of my 
neon Unwworthineſs, ſtill the more pow- 
an £4 erfully 
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erfully am I convinced of the Great. 
neſs and Neceſfity of my Saviour 
Merits; and, therefore, I will com 
ply with his Command, and do thi 
in Remembrance of Him, ſince he iSind 
ready ſo abundantly to pardon, anat. 
has promiſed, that whoſoever cometWies 
to him, he will in mo wiſe caſt out 
I am invited to the Throne of h 
Grace; I am called to the Feaſt Mel 
the Riches of his Mercy; Come unt 
me, all ye that labour, and are hea 
laden, and I will give you Reſt. Ohffron 
how engaging is ſuch a Condeſcen 0 
ion] How precious and reviving i Par 
ſuch an Invitation]! And who is Met 
that thus invites us, but the ſam 


I 


that hath borne our Griefs, and caro, 
ried our Sorrows, and on whom thind 
Lord hath laid the Iniguity of us Allave 
Surely no Burden can be too heavyfThr, 
for his Divine Strengeh ; no OffencqMey 
ſo great, but what is overcome by thqþf 7 
Greatneſs of 215 Love. 


LE 
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i. . | 

Leer us then approach his Divine 
nEreſence, with the deepeſt Senſe of 
vſCratitude and Humility ; and let us, 


nder the greateſt Preſſure of our 
matural Infirmties, or ſpiritual Mala- 
lies, ſtill remember that Chrift our 
Saviour is himſelf a Relief to the 
Diſtreſſed, a Reſt to the Weary, a 
Deliverer of the Captive, and an 
\dvocate of the Penitent; that for 
heſe he hath obtained Abſolution 
rom the Father, and preſents them 
o him, cloathed in the Wedding- 
arment of his own Righteouſneſs. 
et us then, in full Aſſurance of Faith, 
nd an Heart ſprinkled from dead 
Works, receive the Cup of Salvation, 
nd call upon him who is powerful to 
Rave. Let us come boldly unto the 
NTlrone of Grace, that we may obtain 
ercy, and find Grace to ep i in Time 
17 Need. 


A PRAYER 
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8 
| ti 
Soo WHY ooo WH 15 N deco 
ae race; ren aſe; ne / 

7. 


APRAYER when you enter) 


into the Church. 


BLESsED JEsUs, the Media- tl 
tor of the New Covenant, full N 
of Compaſſion, Long-ſuffering} 


and of great Kindneſs, whoſe Provi F 

dence continually watches over us forſ| * 

good; Enrich me with heavenly Vir * 
tues, and let the Graces of thy Holy B 
Spirit plentifully deſcend intomy Heart © 
that I may with Innocence approach] © 

thine Altar. And fince thou haſt & 

Le 


ordained thy Body and Blood to be 
the Food of Immortality, grant, I pray 
thee, my God and Saviour, that J 
may never be guilty of ſuch Diſre- 
ſpect; as wilfully to turn my Back 
upon thy Table; but may earneſtlyſ|  _ 
long for, heartily rejoice zz, and dili- 

gent! 
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gently comply with, every Oppor- 
tunity of receiving this mighty Bleſ- 


ing; and may 10 frequent, and ſo 


improve under thy merciful Diſpenſa- 
tion, that I may conſtantly return 
with greater Care and Zeal, with more 
ſettled Reſolutions, more irreconcile- 
able Hatred againſt Sin, and more 
fervent Love for God and Goodnels, 
than before. So ſhall I approach 
nearer to thee indced, and each Sacra- 
ment prove a freſh Advance towards 
Heaven; ſo ſhall my Soul be filled 
with the Treaſures of thy Mercy, 
and the raviſhing Foretaſtes of that 
Bliſs, which ſhall be always growing, 
till it be conſummated at laſt in that 
eternal Feaſt above, the Marriage- 


Supper of the Lamb in thy Kingdom. 


Amen. 
PRAYERS when Sermon is ended. 


OST gracious God, who haſt 


ſent thine only Son to take our 


Nature upon him, and to lay down 


C his 
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his Life for c] Redemption; in whom 
thou haſt opencu ountains of 
Mercy, and haſt i:- +» prepared a 
delicious banquet fo Miſerable 
Sinners; where all the +! Ih May 
be filled, all the Thuſt rot: ed 
with the Waters of Lite, il che C 
runneth over : Lord, I come upon thy 
Invitation and Command; let me not, 
I beſecch thee, be ſent empty way; 
let me not return hungry and thirſty 
from ſo ſplendid an Entertainment ; 
but work in me mightily, and deal 
bountifully with thy Servant, as thou 
wſed to do unto theſe that love thy 
Name, that this ſpiritual Food may 
prove the Power of God through Faith 
wnto Salvation. And that, from ſuch 
Effufions of thy loving Kindneſs, in 
partaking of the Lord Jeſus, I may 
dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in me; I 
may be one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 
with me. All which I moſt humbly 
beg, in and through the Merits of the 
fame Jeſus Chriſt, my only Saviour 
and Redeemer, Amen, 

BY 


f.. Ton Oe TU a” Vaiy ' 


l 
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BE pleaſed, O God, to accept this 
our bounden Duty and Service, and 
command, that the Prayers and Sup- 
plications, together with the Remem- 
brance of Chriſt's Paſſion, which we 
do now offer up unto thee, may by 
the Miniſiry of the holy Angels, be 
brought up into thy heavenly Taber- 
nacle ; and that thou, not weighing 
our Merits, but looking upon the 
bleſſed Sacrifice of our Saviour, which 
was once fully and perfectly made for 
us all, mayeſt pardon our Offences, 
and repleniſh us with thy Grace and 
heavenly Benediction, through Teſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


C 2 THE 


52 Sacramental Devotions, 


FEE EEE ͤ ͤ EET 


PCC 


r 
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SENTENCES 
F TFH 


FF ER TOR. 


E T your Light fo ſhine before 
Men, that they may ſee your 
good Works, and glorify your 
Father which is Heaven. S. Mat. 
vi. 16. 


Lay not up for yourſelves Trea- 
ſure upon Earth, where the Ruſt 
and Moth doth corrupt, and where 
Thieves break through and ſteal ; 
but lay up for your ſelves Treaſures 
in Heaven, where neither Ruſt nor 


Moth doth corrupt, and. where Thieves 
do 
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do not break through and ſteal. 
8. Mat. vi. 19, 20. 


WHATSOEVER ye would that Men 
ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto 
them; for this is the Law and the 
Prophets. S. Mat, vil. 12. 


N o T every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven; but he that doth the 
Will of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. S. Mat. vii. 21. 


Z ACCHEUS ſtood forth, and 
ſaid unto the Lord, Behold, the half 
of my Goods 1 give to the Poor ; 
and if I have done any Wrong to 


any Man, I reſtore four- fold. S. Luke 
xix. 8. 


Wu co goeth a Warfare at any 
Time of his own Coſt ? Who planteth 
a Vineyard, and eateth not of the 
Fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a Wil 


C 3 Flock, 
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Flock, and eateth not of the Milk 
of the Flock ? 1 Cor. 1x. 7, 


Ir we have ſown unto you fſpiri- 
tual Things, is it a great Matter if 


we ſhall reap your worldly Things? 
1 Cor. ix. 11, 


Do ye not know, that they who 


miniſter about holy Things, live of 


the Sacrifice? and they who wait 
at the Altar, are Partakers with the 
Altar? Even ſo hath the Lord alſo 
ordained, that they who preach the 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 


H that foweth little, ſhall reap 
little ; and he that ſoweth plenteouſly, 
ſhall reap plenteouſly, Let every 
Man do according as he is diſpoſed 
in his Heart, not grudgingly, or of 
Neceſſity; for God loveth a chearful 
Giver, 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 


LET 


El 
Q 
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LET him that is taught in the 
Word, miniſter unto him that teach- 
eth, in all good Things. Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked: For 
whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall 
he reap. Gal. vi. 6, 7. 


WIL E we have Time, let us do 
Good unto all Men, and ſpecially 
unto them that are of the Houſhold 
of Faith. Gal. vi. 10. 


GoDLINESS is great Riches, if a 
Man be content with that he hath : 
For we brought nothing into the 
World, neither may we carry any 
thing out. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7. 


CHARGE them who are rich in 
this World, that they be ready to 
give, and glad to diſtribute ; laying 
up in Store for themſelves a good 
Foundation againſt the Time to come, 
that they may attain eternal Life. 
I Tim, vi. 17, 18, 19. ö 
C4 Gon Ml 
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God is not unrighteous, that he 
will forget your Works and Labour 
that proceedeth of Love; which Love 
ye have ſhewed for -his Nacid's ſake, 
who have, miniſtred unto the Saints, 
and yet do miniſter, Heb. vi. 10. 


To do good, and to diſtribute, 


forget not; for with ſuch Sacrifices, 


God is pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16. 


Wnoso hath this World's Good, 
and ſecth his Brother have Need, and 
ſhutteth up his Compaſſion from him, 
how dwelleth the Love of God in him? 
I 8. John. ll. 17. 


GIVE Alms of thy Goods, and 


never tura thy Face from any poor 


Man; and then the Face of the Lord 


ſhail not be turned away from thee, 


Tob. iv. 7 


BE merciful after thy Power. If 
thou haſt much, give plenteouſly; if 
thou 


the 
to 
thi 
D. 


le 


2 
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thou haſt little, do thy Diligence gladly 
to give of that little: For ſo gathereſt 
thou thy felf a good Reward in the 
Day of Neceſſity. Tos. iv. 8, 9. 


H that hath Pity upon the Poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord: And look 
what he layeth out, it ſhall be paid 


him again. Prov. xix. 17. 


BLESSED be the Man that provi- 
deth for the Sick and Needy : The 
Lord ſhall deliver him in the Time of 
Trouble. Pſal. xli. 1. 


ra you caſt in your Offering, ſay, 


LrssEp JEsU, who didſt accept 

the poor Widow's two Mites, be 
pleaſed graciouſly to accept this from 
thy unworthy Servant, Amen, 
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S444 ++ 


THE 


Communion Ofhce 


20TH E 


RECEPTION, 


q After the Prieſt ſhall place fo much 
Bread and Wine upon the Table as 
he ſhall think ſuffictent, he ſhall then 
fay, 

LET us pray for the whole State of 


Chriſt's Church militant here in 
Earth. 


— 


Lich rx and everliving God, 
who by thy holy Apoftle haſt 
taught us to make Prayers and 


all 


LE TOs OR oe Wu 
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all Men; We humbly beſeech thee 
moſt mercifully „„ 
accept Ou Alms and A'ms or Oblations, 


then ſhall the Words 
Oblations, and to re- [of accepting our 


ceive theſe our Prayers Alms and Oblati- 
which we offer unto ons 15e out unſaid. 
thy Divine Majeſty, beſeeching thee 
to inſpire continually the univerſal 
Church with the Spirit of Truth, 
Unity, and Concord: And grant that 
all hey that do confeſs thy holy 
Name, may agree in the Truth of 
thy Holy Word, and live in Unity 
we godly Love. We beſeech thee 
alſo to fave and defend all Chriſtian 
Kings, Princes, and Governors, and 
eſpecially thy Servant” George our 
King ; that under him we may be 
godly and quietly governed: And 
grant unto his whole Council, and to 
all that are put 1n Authority under 
him, that they may truly and indif- 
ferently miniſter Juilice, to the bu- 
Bitten of V/ickeduets and Vice, and 
to the Mainteniuce of thy troe Reli- 
gun and Virtus. Give Grace, O hea» 
C 6 veuly 
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venly Father, to all Biſhops and Cu- 
rates, that they may both by their Life 
and Doctrine ſet forth thy true and 
lively Word, and rightly and duly 
adminiſter thy Holy Sacraments: And 
to all thy People give thy heavenly 
Grace; and eſpecially to this Congre- 
gation here preſent ; that with meek 
Heart and due Reverence they may 
hear and receive thy holy Word, truly 
ſerving thee in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs all the Days of their Life. 
And we moſt humbly beſeech thee of 
thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to comfort and 
ſuccour all them who in this tranſitory 
Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, 


Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity. And 


we alſo bleſs thy holy Name, for all 
thy Servants departed this Life in thy 
Faith and Fear; beſeeching thee to 
give us Grace ſo to follow their good 


Examples, that with them we may 


be Partakers of thy heavenly King- 
dom. Grant this, O Father, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's Sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen, 


q 4: 


oo SS unf 
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At the Time of the Celebration of 
the Communion, the Communicants 
being conveniently placed for the re- 
cerving of the Holy Sacrament, the 


— 


Prieſt ſball ſay this Exhortation. 


EAR I. X Beloved in the Lord, 

Ye that mind to come to the 

Holy Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, muſt 
conſider how St. Paul exhorteth all 
Perſons diligently to try and examine 
themſelves, before they preſume to 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cup. For as the Eenefit is great, if 
with a true penitent Heart and lively 
Faith we receive that holy Sacrament, 
(for then we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh 
of Chriſt, and drink his Blood; then 
we dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us; 
we are one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 
with us:) So is the Danger great, if 
we receive the ſame unworthily. For 
then we are guilty of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt our Saviour; we eat 
| and 
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and drink our own Damnation, not 
conſidering the Lord's Body ; we 
kindle God's Wrath againſt us; we 
provoke him to plague us with diyers 
Diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of Death, 
Judge, therefore, your ſelves, Bre- 
thren, that ye be not judged of the 
Lord ; repent you truly for your Sins 
paſt ; have a lively and ſtedfaſt Faith 
in Chriſt our Saviour; amend your 
Lives, and be in perfect Charity with 
all Men, fo ſhall ye be meet Partakers 
of thoſe holy Myſteries. And -above 
all Things, ye muſt give moſt humble 
and hearty Thanks to God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, for the 
Redemption of the World by the 
Death and Paſſion of our Saviour 
Chriſt, both God and Man, who did 
humble himſelf even to the Death 
upon the Crofs, for us miſerable Sin- 
ners, who lay in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death, that he might 
make us the Children of God, and 
exalt us to everlaſting Life, And 
to the End of that we {hould always 

| remem- 


w 08:00 OO Bw 4 . 


io >” » 


and ſuitable Meditations. 63 


remember the exceeding great Love 
of our Maſter; and only Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, thus dying for us, and the in- 
numerable Benefits, which by his 
precious Blood-ſhedding, he hath ob- 
tained for us; he hath inſtituted and 
ordained holy Myſteries, as Pledges 
of his Love, and for a continual Re- 
membrance of his Death, to our great 
and endleſs Comfort. To him, there- 
fore, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, let us give (as we are moſt 
bounden) continual Thanks, ſub- 
mitting our ſelves wholly to his holy 
Will and Pleaſure, and ſtudying to 
ſerve him in true Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs all the Days of our Life. 


Amen. 


Eq Then fhall the Prieſt ſay to them 
that come to receive the holy Com- 
munion. 


E that do truly and earneſtly re- 
pent you of your Sins, and are 
in Love and Charity with your Ne igh- 


buurs, 
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bours, and intend to lead a new Life, 
following the Commandments of God, 
and walking. from henceforth in his 
holy Ways; draw near with Faith, 
and take this holy Sacrament to your 
Comfort; and make your humble 
Confeſſion to Almighty God, meekly 
kneeling upon your Knees, 


C Then ſhall this general Confeſſion be 
made in the Name of all thoſe that 
are minded to receive the Holy Com- 
munion by one of the Miniſters, both 
he and all the People kneeling humbly 
upon their Knees, and ſaying, 


LMMIGHTY God, Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all 
Things, Judge of all Men; We ac- 
knowledge and bewail our manifold 
Sins and Wickedneſs, which we from 
Time to Time moit grievouſly have 
committed, by Thought, Word and 
Deed, againſt thy divine Majeſty, 
provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath 
and Indignation againſt us, We do 

earneſtly 
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earneſtly repent, and are heartily 
ſorry for theſe our Miſdoings ; The 
Remembrance of them is grievous 
| unto us; The Burden of them is in- 
- || tolerable. Have Mercy upon us, have 
Mercy upon us, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther; for thy Son our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt's Sake, forgive us all that 1s 

paſt, and grant that we may ever 
I hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in New- 
Ineſs of Life, to the Honour and Glory 

of thy Name, through Jeſus 9 


Hour Lord. es 


¶ Then ſhall the Prieſt (or the Biſhop 
being preſent) fland up, and turning 
himfelf to the People, pronounce this 
Abſolution. 


L MIGHTY God our heavenly 
Father, who of his great Mercy 

hath promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins to 
all them that with hearty Repentance 
and true Faith turn unto him; Have 
mercy upon you, pargon and deliver 
you from all your Sins, confirm and 
ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen you in all Goodneſs, and 
bring you to everlaſting Life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


¶ Ther ſhall the Prieſt ſay, 


HE AR what comfortable Words 
our Saviour Chriſt faith unto all that 
truly turn to him, 


OME unto me, all ye that travel 
and are heavy laden, and I will 
refreſh you, St. Mat. xi. 21. 


So God loved the World, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, to the end 
that all that believe in him, ſhould 


not periſh, but have everlaſting Lite, 
St. John lit. 16. 


HE AR alſo what St. Paul ſaith: 


TE Isõ is a true Saying, and worthy | 
of all Men to be received, that Chriſt 


Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sin- 
ners. 1 Tim. i. 15, 
HE AR 


Ou! 


P 
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HE AR alſo what St. Joh faith : 
Ir any Man fin, we have an Advo- 

cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 


Righteous, and he is the Propitiation 
for our Sins. 1 St, John li. 1, 


¶ After which the Prieſt foal proceed, 
Jaymg, 


L1rT up your Hearts, 


Anſw. W x lift them up unto — 
Lord. 


Prieſt. LE T us give Thanks unto 
our Lord God. 


5 Anſw. Ir is meet and right fo to 
o. 


Den fhall the Prieſt turn to the 


Lord's Table, and ſay, 


T is very meet, right, and our 
bounden Duty, that we ſhould at 
all 
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all Times, and in all Places, give 


C 


Thanks unto thee, ON oe 
* Theſe. A ords Lord, * Holy Father] 
Boy's rf. Almighty 7 Ever laſting F 
Trinity Sunday. God. 


¶ Here ſhall follow the proper Preface, q 

according to the Time, if there be 
any ſpecially appointed : or elſe imme- 
diately ſhall follow, 


if Bin eee with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the © 
Company of Heaven, we laud and ; 
magnity thy glorious Name, evermore 


praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, holy, ” 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven} fe 
and Earth are full of thy Glory, 25 
Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High. 

Amen. q 


— 
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CYL EHPR EH RILEY? 
CENTRE PANSOUEAND LEAN ESANDE 


| 
) 


PROPER PREFACES. 


Upon Chriſtmas Day, and Seven 


Days after. 


EcAUsE thou didſt give Jeſus 

Chriſt, thine only Son, to be born 
as at this Time for us, who by the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, was 
made very Man of the Subſtance of 
the Virgin Mary his Mother, and that 
without Spot of Sin, to make us clean 
from all Sin: Therefore with Angels, 
c. | 


q Upon Eaſter Day, and Seven Days 
after. 


E SR ARES AI : 
** 


— — 
_ ®* —— — 
28 
* 


UT chiefly are we bound to praiſe 

thee, for the glorious Reſurrec- 

tion of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord : 
| For 
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For he is the very Paſchal Lamb 
which was offered for us, and hath 


taken away the Sin of the World; 
who by his Death hath deſtroyed 


Death, and by his Riſing to Life again, 


hath reſtored to us everlaſting Lite, 
Therefore with Angels, &c. 


¶ Upon Aſcenſion Day, and Seven Days 


after. 


HROUGH thy moſt dearly 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, who after his moſt glorious 
Reſurrection manifeſtly appeared to 
all his Apoſtles, and in their Sight 
aſcended up into Heaven to prepare a 
Place for us; that where he 1 is, t thither 
we might alſo aſcend, and reign with 
him in Glory, 'T herefore with An- 
gels, &c . 


1 
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7 Upon Whitſunday, and Six Days 


after, 


F Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; according 10 whoie moſt 
true Promiſe, the Holy (hoſt came 
down as at this Time from Heaven 
with a ſudden great Sound, as it had 
been a mighy Wind, in the Likeneſs 
of fiery T ongues, lighting upon the 
Apoſtles, to c.:ch them and to lead 
them to all Truth; giving them both 
the Gift of divers Languages, and alſo 
Boldneis with fervent Zeal, conſtantly 
to preach the Goſpel unto all Nations, 
whereby we have been brought out 
of Darkneſs and Error, into the clear 
Light and true Knowledge of thee, 
and of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, There- 
fore with Angels, &c. 


Upon the Feaſt of Trinity only. 


HO art one God, one Lord; 
not one only Perſon, but Three 


ns Perſons 
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Perſons in one Subſtance. For that 
which we believe of the Glory of the 


Father, the ſame we believe of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without 


any Difference or Inequality, There- 


fore with Angels, Cc. 


C After each of which Prefaces ſhall 
immediately be ſung or ſaid, 


HERETORE with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the 
Company of Heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy holy Name, evermore 
praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven 
and Earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt * 


Amen. 


¶ Then ſhall the Prieft, kneeling down 
at the Lord's Table, ſay, in the 
Name of all them that ſball receive 
the Communion, this Prayer follows 
ing. 


WE 


WY. 1 * 


LS 
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E do not preſume to come to 
this thy Table, O merciful 
Lord, truſting in our own Righteouſ- 
neſs, but in thy manifold and great 
Mercies. We are not worthy ſo much 
as to gather up the Crumbs under thy 
Table. But thou art the ſame Lord, 
whoſe Property is always to have 
Mercy ; Grant us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy dear 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink his 
Blood, that our ſinful] Bodies may be 
made clean by his Body, and our 
Souls waſhed through his moſt pre- 
cious Blood, and that we may ever- 


more dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 


¶ I ben the Prieſt, landing before the 
Table, hath ſo ordered the Bread and 
Wine, that he may with the more 
Readineſs and Decency break the 
Bread before the People, and take 
the Cup into his Hands, he ſhall ſay 
the Prayer of Conſecration, as fol- 

loweth, 
D ALMIGHTY 
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LMicuTyY. God, our heavenly 
Father, who of thy tender Mercy, 

didſt give thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs for our 
Redemption; who made there (by 
his own Oblation of himſelf once of- 
fered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient 
Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction 
for the Sins of the whole World; and 
did inſtitute, and in his holy Goſpel 
command us to continue a perpetual 
Memory of that his precious Death, 
until his coming again ; Hear us, O 
merciful Father, we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, and grant, that we re- 
ceiving theſe thy Creatures of Bread 
and Wine, according to thy Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, 
in Remembrance of his Death and 
Paſſion, may be Partakers of his moſt 
bleſſed Body and Blood; Who in the 
. ſame Night that he was 
22 7%; 9% betrayed, (a) took Bread, 
auto bis Hands, and when he had given 


(b Aud here ro Thanks (6), he brake it, 


break the Bread. and 


this, as oft as 


andgaveittohis Diſciples, 
faying, Take eat, (c) this 
is my Body which is gi- 
ven for you; Do this in 
Remembrance of me. 
Likewiſe after Supper, (d) 
he took the Cup, and 
when he had given 
Thanks, he gave it to 
them, ſaying, Drink ye 
all of this, for this (e) 
is my Blood of the New 
Teſtament, which is ſhed 
for you and for many for 
the Remiſſion of Sins: Do 
ye ſhall 
drink it, in Remembrance 
of me. Amen, 
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(c) And here 
to lay his Hand 
upon all the Bread. 


(d) Here he is 
to take the Cup 
into his Hand, 


(e!) And ber: 
to lay his Hand 
upon every Vejje! 
be it Chalice or 
Flagon) in which 
there is any Wine 
to be coniecrated, 


At Proſtrating before the Altar. 


AM now before the Altar of God, 


nels. 


D 2 


even the God of my Joy and Glad- 
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I w1LL offer Thankſgiving unto 
my God, and pay my Vows unto the 
moſt High. 


O Lams of God that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, Grant me thy 
Peace. 


O LA of God, that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, Have Mercy 


upon me. 


Lord Gop, how I1 do receive 
the Body and Blood of my moſt 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chri/t, the, Price 
of my Redemption, is the very Won- 
der of my Soul! Yet grant me, Gra- 
cious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy 
Son, and drink his Blood, that my 
ſinful Body may be made clean by his 

Body, and my Soul waſhed through 
his moſt precious Blood, Amen, 


Immes= 
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Immediately before Receiving, 


HOU haſt ſaid, That he Fhat 
eateth thy Fleſh, and drinketh 
thy Blood, hath eternal Life, 


BERHOT D the Servant of the Lord. = 
be it unto me according to thy Word,” - 


When the Prieft offers thee tbe boly 
Bread, ſay with bim 


HE Body of our Cid : Jolla 1 
Chriſt, which was given for me, 15 


preſerve my Body and Soul unto ever- 
laſting Life. Amen. 


After Recetving, 


Y thy crucified Body deliver me 
Gon” this Body of Death. 


By thine Agony and bl- dy Sweat, \ 
by thy Croſs and Paſſion, Good Lord 4 


D 3 LORT 


deliver me. 
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ORD, I receive this broken 

Bread, as thy Body, in Memory 

of thy wonderful Incarnation, and 

meritorious Suferings : Grant that 

this Bread of Life, thus received by 

me in ſtedfaſt Faith and humble 

\ Thankfulneſs, may refreſh and nouriſh 

me in this Life, comfort me in the 

| Dur of Death, ſave me in the 
of Judgment. Amen. 


Upon ib Approach of the Prieſt with 
the conſecrated Cup, ſay, 


HAT Reward ſhall I give unto 
the Lord for all the Benefits he 
| hath done unto me? 


IWII I take the Cup of Salva- 


tion, and call upon the Name of the 
Lord. 


ben 
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When the Cup of Bleſſing is offered 


unto you, ſay, 


"HE Blood of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which was ſhed for me, 


preſerve my Body and Soul unto ever- 
laſting Life. Amen. 5 


After Receiving the Cup. 
e T this Blood of thine. purge 


my Conſcience from Dead Works, 
to ſerve the Living God. 


LoRD, if thou wilt, thou canſt 
make me clean, 


O Tovucn me, and ſay, I will, 
be thou clean. 


WoRTHY is the Lamb, that was 
ſlain, to receive Power, and Riches, 
and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Ho- 
nour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 


D 4 THEREs 
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THEREFORE Bleſſing, Honour, 
Glory, and Power be to him that ſit- 
teth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever, Amen. 


LoRD, I have received this Sacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of my 
dear Saviour : His Mercy hath given 
it, and my Faith received it into my 
Soul; I humbly beſeech thee, ſpeak 
Mercy and Peace to my Conſcrence, 
and enrich me with all thoſe Graces 
which come from that precious Body 
and Blood, even till I be poſſeſſed of 
Eternal Life in Chriſt. Amen. 


A THANKSGIVING when you 
retire from the Altar, 


LIGHT God, Father of all 
Mercies, and God of all Conſo- 
lation, from whom every good and 
perfect Gift cometh, and to whom all 
Glory and Honour ſhould be returned ; 
Thou haſt been pleaſed to admit me 


0 


and ſuitable Meditations, 8 1 
to the renewing of that Covenant with 
thee, which I have ſo often and ſo 
perverſely broken, Therefore, will 
I, with the moſt fervent and inflamed 
Affections of a grateful Heart, adore 
and praiſe thy holy Name for theſe 
ineſtimable Mercies vouchfafed unto 
me ; for the Means of Grace, and for 


the Hopes of Glory. 


LoRD, I am not worthy of that 
daily Bread which ſuſtains the Body: 
but thou haſt made me Partaker of 
that Bread of Lie, which came down 
from Heaven, and nouriſheth the 
Soul; and of which whoſoever eateth, 
ſhall Live for ever. Grant, O my God, 
that my Soul may reliſh this Divine 
Food with ardent Love and ſpiritual 
-Raviſhments, that this holy Commu- 
nion prove not unto me Judgment and 
Condemnation ; but that it may ſup- 
port and preſerve me in every Temp- 
tation, rejoice and quiet me in every 
T; rouble, enlighten and ſtrengthen. me 
in every good Word and Work, comfort 

Ds and. 
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and defend me in the Hour of Death 
againſt all Oppoſitions of the Spirits of 
Darkneſs, and finally raiſe me up to a 
Glorious Immortality, through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, my. bleſſed Re- 


deemer. Amen. 
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Spe Det HD DE AHaDEH EH 
KC ED CER CER ET YRD ET 


A 


MEDITATION 


BEFORE THE 


 PosT-CoMMUNION. 


RAISE the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits; 


who healeth all thine Infirmi- 
ties, and crowneth thee with Merc 
and Loving Kindneſs, Conſider thou 
haſt been entertained with the Food 
of Heaven, even the Body and Blood 
of thy deareſt Saviour; who was 
bruiſed for thine Iniquities, and 
wounded for thy Tranſgreſſions: How 
then canſt thou cheriſh any ſinful 
1 or ſenſual Appetites, which 


have. 
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have cauſed his bitter Death, without 
a juſt Reſentment, and the higheſt In- 
dignation againft them ! Thou muſt 
reſolve to. renounce them all for ever, 
if thou expecteſt any Benefit from the 
Merits of thy crucified Redeemer. 
Holy JESU! I am not worthy thou 
fhouldeſt deſcend into my Heart; but 
the more unworthy I am, the more 
generous is thy Love, and the greater 
my Obligations. Thou, Son of the 
moſt High, cryedſt out, My Soul is 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, 
Who can hear this, and not ſtand con- 
founded! For infinite Perfection thus 
to weep, thus to mourn ! But, how | 
wretched have I been, who have ſo 
highly incenſed the God of Heaven, 
that nothing leſs than the Blood of 
his own Son, could make my Peace ! 
How refreſhing is this Cup to me, 
which was ſo terrible to thee! Thou 


didſt drink it as the Price of my Sins; 
but I have received it as the Seal of 
my Pardon, and a certain Pledge of 
thy Father's Affection. This requires 


from. 


and ſuitable Meditations. 8 5 


from my Hands the ſtricteſt Ties of 
Love, and exact Obedience to thy 
Commands. To thee, therefore, O 
bleſſed Jeſus, do I devote my ſelf 
with firm and laſting Reſolutions of 
Amendment of Life. Do thou lead 
me fafe through this Vale of Sorrow 
and Danger, and conduct me, by the 
Way of Peace and Holineſs, to my 
own Home, even my heavenly Coun- 
try, the Land of Promiſe, the Preſenge 
and Fruition of my God, to endle 

Ages. Amen. 4 


IF you have any more Time while 
others are receiving, you may turn 
to the laſt Meditation; viz. 
the Benefits of our Lord's Paſ- 
tion. N 


THE 


——  O—_—_— 
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8 THE 


Poſt- Communion. 


UR Father, which art in 
Heaven; Hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done in Earth, As it 
is in Heaven, Give us this Day our 
daily Bread, And forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into Temptation ; but deliver us 
from Evil: For thine is the King- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
For ever and ever, Amen, 


After 


and. ſuitable Meditations. 87 
¶ After ſhall be ſaid as followeth, 


Lon p and heavenly Father, 
we thy humble Servants in- 
tirely deſire thy fatherly Goodneſs, 
mercifully to accept this our Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; 
moſt humbly beſeeching thee to 
grant, that by the Merits and Death 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and through 
Faith in. his Blood, we, and all thy 
whole Church, may obtain Remiſ- 
ſion of our Sins, and all other Bene- 
fits of his Paſſion. And here we offer 
and preſent unto thee, O Lord, our- 
ſelves, our Souls and Bodies, to be a 
reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice 
unto thee; humbly beſeeching thee, 
that all we who are Partakers of this 
Holy Communion, may be filled 
with thy Grace and heavenly Bene- 
diction, And although we be un- 
worthy, through our manifold Sins, 
to offer unto thee any Sacrifice ; yet 


we beſeech thee: to accept this our 
bounden 
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bounden Duty and Service; not 
weighing our Merits, but pardoning 
our Offences, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, 
in the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all 
Honour and Glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, World without 
End. Amen. 


Or this, 


LMtGHTY and everliving God, 

we moſt heartily thank thee, 

for that thou doſt vouchſafe to feed 
us, Who have duly received theſe 
Holy Myſteries, with the ſpiritual 
Food of the moſt precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and doſt aſſure us thereby, 
of thy Favour and Goodneſs towards 
us; and that we are very Members 
incorporate in the myſtical Body of 
thy Son, which is the bleſſed Com- 
pany of all faithful People ; and 
are alſo Heirs through Hope of thy 
everlaſting Kingdom, by the _ 
0 


and ſuitable Meditations. 89 
of the moſt precious Death and Paſ- 


ſion of thy dear Son. And we moſt- 


humbly beſeech thee, O heavenly 


Father, ſo to aſſiſt us with thy Grace, 


that we may continue in that holy 
Fellowſhip, and do all ſuch good 
Works as thou haſt prepared for us 
to walk in, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; to whom with thee and the 


Holy Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory, 


world without End. Amen. 
¶ Then ſhall be ſung or ſaid, 


LoRy be to God on high, and 
in Earch Peace, Good-will to- 
wards Men, We praiſe thee, we 
bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, we glo- 
rify thee, we give Thanks to thee, 
for thy great Glory, O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Al- 
mighty. 


O Lord, the only begotten Son 
Jeſu Chriſt; O Lord God, Lamb of 


God, Son of the Father, that takeſt 


away 
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away the Sins of the World; Have 
Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt 
away the Sins of the World, have 
Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt 
away the Sins of the World, receive 
our Prayer, Thou that fitteſt at the 
right Hand of God the Father, have 
Mercy upon us. 


For thou only art holy, thou 
only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art 


moſt high in the Glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 


Den the Prieſt (or Biſhop if be 
be preſent ) ſhall let them depart with 
this Bleſſing. 


HE Peace of God, which paſ- 


ſeth all Underſtanding, keep 


your Hearts and Minds in the Know- 


ledge and Love of God, and of his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: And the Bleſ- 
fing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


amongſt 


aud ſuitable Meditations. 91 


amongſt you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 


A PRAYER pon your Veturn 
Home. 


JEsul my crucihed Redeemer, 

I am now come from partaking 

of thy Love, in the Celebration of 
the brighteſt Inſtance of it, thy Death 
upon the Croſs; I am now come 
from thy Table to pour out the 
earneſt Deſires of my Soul in private. 
And that my Prayer may be accept- 
able in, thy Sight, I beg in thine 
own Name, and for the Sake of that 
precious Blood of thine, which my 
thirſty Soul has now been drinking 
of, My Deſire, O my God, is, that 
I may ever be mindful of what I have 
now been doing, and remember, that 
I have, in tbe Commemoration of th 
Death, dedicated my ſelf afreſh to thy 
Honour and Service; that I have now 
ratified my boptiſmal Vow, and re- 
newed my ſolemn Oath, to renounce 
| the 
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the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
World; and that if I ſhould hereafter 
live in any wilful Sin, it would be to v 
account this Blood of the Covenant an In 
unholy Thing. 


I nave now ſeen the Image of b 
thy dreadful Paſſion ; I beſeech thee, Ia 
therefore, touch my Heart with ſo | © 
deep a Senſe of thy Sufferings on the It! 
Croſs, that I may not, by any wilful | tl 
Tranſgreſſions, barbarouſly crucify I} E 
thee again, and tear open thy ſmart- } V 
ing Wounds, and make them bleed 8 
afreſh. O my Lord, how rich are || 
the Delicacies of thy Table! How I} © 

' ſweet is this Bread of Life, with which It. 
thou haſt now ſatisfied my hungry | fl 
Soul! Lord, evermore give me this |] © 
Bread : Had I before known the De- | L 
lights of this Divine Banquet, I had J 
not been ſo great a Stranger there, 
nor ſtood ſo long to diſpute thy gra- 
cious Invitation, But with thy Leave 
and Aſſiſtance, I ſhall hereafter be 
a conſtant Gueſt at thy Holy Table ; 

an 


a 
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nd inſtead of making Excuſes, hum- 
ly ſue for an Admiſſion to theſe ſa- 
cred VIAN PDS, of ſuch infinite Ad- 
vantage and unconceivable Delight to 
my raviſhed Soul. 


AND ſince I now am wholly thine 
by this folemn Reſignation of my ſelf 
at thy Altar, do thou mercifully ac- 
cept the Offer; embrace, I beſeech 
thee, with thy compaſſionate Mercy, 


the Tender of a contrite and ſincere 


Heart, and vouchſafe ſo to direct the 
whole Courſe of my Life, that by 
growing from Grace to Grace, from 
Strength to Strength, I may at length 
enjoy for ever thy divine Preſence, 
there to underſtand this grand My- 
ſtery of thy Body and Blood, and 
celebrate the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb, with an Angel-like Fervor and 
Devotion, Amen. 


A THANK s- 
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A THANKSGIVING upon your Return 
Home. 


OST glorious Lord God, the 
Author and Finiſher of all good 
Works; Look down with Favour 
and good Acceptance upon thy poor 
unworthy, but fincere Servant, now 
proſtrating himſelf before thy divine 
Majeſty, with devout Thanks and 
bumble Gratitude, for ſuch plentiful 
Effuſions of thy Grace, and ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of thy Kindneſs 
communicated to me this Day at thy 
Table. My Heart and all its Aﬀec- 
tions, ſuch as they are, I dedicate to 
thy Service; the utmoſt a devout 
Mind can conceive or defire, I offer 
in thy Preſence, with all poſlible 
Reſpect, with Sincerity as unfeigned 
as if my Zeal was much more bright 
and fervent. I do it without the leaſt 
Reſerve; all I have, and am, is in- 
tirely thine, moſt freely conſecrated 
to thy Uſe, my God and my Lord, 
my 
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my Almighty Creator, and moſt mer- 
ciful Redeemer: Take then a full 
Poſſeſſion of one, upon ſo many Ac- 
counts thy own; enter, and dwell, 
and reign in me abſolute, and for 


CVEr,' 


LET no impure Thought, or un- 
clean Spirit come near thy Dwelling ; 
leſt it defile the Ground, where thy 
bleſſed Feet have trod. Prote& and 
defend me againſt thoſe numerous 

Temptations, which ſo ſtrongly en- 
counter my daily Performances, and 
have cauſed my treacherous Heart to 
betray me into a Violation of thoſe 
Promiſes 1 have ſo often made: And 
fix my inconſtant Mind, that I may 
not. be led away with the Errors of 
the Wicked, and fall from my own 
Stedfaſineſs; but give me Grace, 
that I may perſevere in good Works 
unto the End. Let thy Will be the 
ſole Guide and Meaſure of mine, and 
let me embrace my Lord with the 
Perfection of Holineſs ; that all my 


Hopes 


—_— 
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Hopes and Wiſhes may center in thee 
alone, and that nothing may ever 
appear deſirable unto me, in Com- 
pariſon of a pure Heart, and peace- 
ful Conſcience : For thou, O Lord, 
art my Portion, thou my only Reſt ; 
in thee alone is Fulneſs of Joy, 
and at thy right Hand there are 
Pleaſures for evermore. O grant me 
this blefſed Retreat, this happy Se- 
curity ; then ſhall I find Reſt unto 
1 my Soul here, and at laſt be intituled 
to a never- fading Crown in thy glori- 
ous Kingdom hereafter, Amen, 


Our Father, which art in Heaven; 
&c. 


Gop the Father, bleſs me ! God 
the Son, defend me! God the Holy 
Ghoſt, preſerve me] God the Holy 
Trinity be with me, now and for 
evermore, Amen. 


A PRAYER 


— 


E R 
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A PraAvYER to be added to your Even- 
ing Devotions, proper to conclude 


the Day with, 


| MOST gracious and eternal 

God, whoſe Mercies are tran- 
ſcendant, and whoſe Goodnels is more 
than can be expreſſed: How amiable 
are all thy Dealings! How glorious 
is thy Favour, who haſt this Day 
honoured me with the higheſt Privi- 
leges, and offered the moſt illuſtrious 
Signals of endearing Love to thine 
unworthy Servant! Thou haſt not 
only fed me with the Bread of An- 
gels, but haſt alſo conveyed the Me- 
rits and Graces of a crucified Saviour 
into my weary and heavy-laden Soul : 


Let this Life-giving Myftery produce 


in me ſuch Power and Strength, 
ſuch Courage and Reſolution, that 
I may no more forfeit my Rzght of. 
Inberitance, nor become a Caſt-away 

| E after 
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after ſo many ſolemn and repeated 
Engagements, 


BEnoLD, Lord, I have been a 
Priſoner to Satan, a Slave to Sin, 
i and marked for Deſtruction : But 

| thou haſt procured my Pardon, my 
Liberty, and my Lite. Let me no 
longer confederate with thine Ene- 
mies, from whom 1 have withdrawn 
my ſelf; nor break that Covenant, 
Þ wherein thou haſt ſealed my Pardon : 
Let me not /tan that Soul, which 
” the Blood of Chriſt hath waſhed; nor 
Fi {ell that to Satan, which JE SUs hath 
40 purchaſed for GOD. But confirm me 
more and more in the Belief of 

! — thoſe immortal Pleaſures beyond the 

Grave; that by the Strength of a 

lively Faith, and vigorous Hope, my 

Soul may be raiſed above this World, 
$f and learn to deſpiſe and trample upon 
10 all its gilded Vanities, whenſoever 
they preſent themſelves, either to 
| allure or terrify me from ae 
| F 
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the Ways of Holineſs. And for a ſure 
Pledge of ſuch ineſtimable Bleflings, 
do thou, O Lord, I moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, ſubdue my C orrup- 
tions, vanguith my Fears, and 1n- 
creale my Charity ; that, fixing my 
Thoughts upon the olorious Intereſts 
of a virtuous Life, 1 may grow in 
Grace, and be rich in good Works. 
Thus ſhall J, guided by thy Provi- 


.. dence, and aſſiſted by thy Holy 


Spirit, at the End of my Days, ar- 
rive at the End of my Hope; and 
by being faithful unto Death, receive 
the Crown of Life, which thou haſt 
promiſed to thy fincere and obedient 
Servants: Even for his Sake, who 
will one Day pronounce. that joyful 
Sentence upon all that truly love and 
fear him, ſaying, ——— Come, ye 
Blefjed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the World. Even ſo, Lord 
Jeſus, Amen, So be it. 


E2 BLESSED 


— 
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BLESSED be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, who only doth wondrous 
Things; and bleſſed be the Name of 
his Majeſiy for ever; and all the 
Earth ſhall be filled with his Majeſty. 
Amen, Amen. 


A Conſo- 


"WW TY 7 . 
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A Conſolatory Penitential 
MEDITATION 
Upon the MERITS of 


Chriſt's Sufferings. 


1 


Taken moſtly from the Latin of 
St. ANSELM. 


__—_— 


HE Ignominy of the Croſs is 

8 the Glory of the Cbriſtian; 

X and the Comfort of every 
pious Soul conſiſts in the bleeding 
E 3 Wounds 
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Wounds of a crucified Saviour: Our 
beſt Life depends upon his Death, 
and our higheſt Honour in his Exal- 
tation, Oh, Hraventry FATHER! 
O Gop OMNni1PoTENT | how unſpeak- 
able is thy Goadneſs ! how tranſcen- 
dant thy Mercy | Twas owing to 
my own Wilfulneſs, that I have of- 
fended thee, but 'tis wholly out of 
my own Power to pacify thine An- 
ger, or attone for the Offence; and 
therefore nothing leſs than my Savi- 
our's MEDIATION Will be available to 
reconcile me to thy ſelf, 


VoucusAFE, therefore, O ble/- 
fed God, to look upon me through 
the Son of thy Love; caſt thine Eyes 
upon the Sacrament of bis Fleſh, that 
ſo thou mayeſt remit the Guilt that 
proceeds from the Depravity of my 
own, Regard, I beſeech thee, the 
Sufferings of thy dear Son, and in 
them forget the Miſcarriages of me 
thy unworthy Servant. My ſtubborn 
Fleſh has indeed juſtly provoked 


thine 
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thine Indignation ; but, Oh, let the 
expiatory Sacrifice of thy Son's Blood 
melt thee into Pity ! Much, I con- 
feſs, my Iniquities have deſerved ; 
but much more has my Redeemer's 
Righteouſneſs merited for me, and 
his Innocence attoned for my ' Guilt. 
For by how much God is greater 
than Man, by ſo much does his 
Goodneſs exceed, both in Meaſure 
and Quality, the Deſert of my Wick- 
edneſs, Since the Whole of my Be- 
ing is thine by Condition, grant 
it may be alſo thine by Affection. 
Thou that haſt allowed me the Pri- 
viledge of Aging, vouchſafe me alſo 
the Benefit of Recezving : Thou that 
giveſt me the Grace to ſeek, grant 
that I may ſo ſeek as to ind: Thou 
directeſt me to knock, open to me 
that now do: From thee I receive 
the Vill to defire, permit me, I be- 
ſeech thee, from thee to obtain the 
Bleſſing that is annexed to the Per/or- 
mance ; that ſo the Strength of the 


E 4 one 
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one may be anſwerable to the Deſires 
of the other. 


On, righteous God! Oh, moſt 
juſt Judge] if I conceal my. Sins, 
they will be utterly zcurable ; and 
yet if I bring them to Light, they 
are altogether abominable : They ſting 
me with Sorrow when I reflect upon 
their Nature; and yet they aſtoniſh 
me with Horror when I remember 
their End, ——— But, O Father of 
Mercies, do not with-hold thy com- 
paſſionate Bowels, when my Neceſ- 
ties are ſo great, and my Miſery fo 
preſſing; that ſo by how much the 
ſorer the Burden of my Sins is, by 
ſo much the more I may feel the Re- 
freſbments of thy Grace; and the 
Greatneſs of thy. Supplies anſwer to 
the Greatneſs of my Wants. 


HOLY FATHER, let me not, 

I befeech thee, feel the Weight of 
thine Anger, ſince thou haſt ſmitten 
' thine 
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thine own Son for my Tranſgreſſions, 
and laid on. bim the Iniquities of us 
All, O Horx Jꝝxsu! reſcue me 
from the Wrath of an incenſed God, 
ſince thou haſt borne thy Father's 
Anger in thy inexpreſſible Agonies 
on the Croſs! O BLESSED SPIRIT |! 
defend me by thy inward Conſola- 
tions from the Wrath of the Almigh- 
ty, ſince thou haſt promiſed, in thy 
infpired Goſpel, Mercy to the Peni- 
tent, and Pardon to the weary and 
heavy-laden Sinner. O God of Holi- 
neſs, and my moſt righteous Judge, 
I have no Place to fly to where I 
may avoid thy Preſence, or ſhelter 
my ſelf from the Reach of thy juſt 
Vengeance. I go up into Heaven, 
thou art there; If I go down into 
Hell, thou art there alſo. 1f I take 
the Wings of the Morning, and remain 
in the uttermoſt Parts of the S2a, even 
there ſhall thy Hand lead me, and thy 
right Hand ſball hold me. 


E 5 


T. o: 


106 Sacramental Devotions, 


To CHRIST, then, will I fly, 
and in his falutary Wounds will I 
hide my ſelf. And therefore, O mer- 
ciful God] caſt a favourable Eye 
upon my crucified Redeemer ; behold 
the Body of my dying Saviour be- 

 — ſmeared all over with livid Gore, 
| - and let thoſe Wounds my Sins have 
made in me, be for ever buried in 
his. Oh! let thy Son's Blood waſh 
away my ſcarlet Crimes, and grant it 
may become effectual 7o cleanſe me 
From all Unrighteouſneſs: Regard thoſe 
{ paſſionate Prayers he pours out upon 
the Croſs, and accept thoſe ſtrong 
_ Cries, thoſe powerful Interceſſions, 
this Son of thy Love offers up for all 
>nitent Sinners, as well as for the 
Salvation of all the Elect of God. 


On LORD moſt holy! Oh Gop 
moſt mighty ! thou everlaſting Judge! 
I cannot but confeſs before thee, that 
when I reflect upon my Life, I am 
| terrified. 
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terrified with the Reflection: For 
when I view it all over, I find, upon 
my ſtricteſt Scrutiny, that it is no- 
thing elſe but a Compoſition of Sin; 
or, at beſt, but a void and unprofi- 
table Waſte: or, admit there be any 
Appearance of ſome little Goodneſs 
in it, yet it is either ſo counterfeit 
and defective, or elſe one way or 
other attended with ſuch a ſenſible 
Mixture of the Corruptible, that it 
cannot be thought plegſing, if not 
indeed altogether diſpleaſing in thy 
Sight : Upon which Reflection I muſt 
be forced to conclude, that my whole 
Life is full of Sin; and, in Conſe- 
quence of that, ſubje& to a State f 
Damnation; or elſe unprofitable, and | 
therefore altogether deſpicable. Nay, | 
why do I diſtinguiſh the Unprofitable 
from the Damnable; fince if it be the | 
firſt, it cannot eſcape the Rigour of 
the laſt; it being ſo peremptorily Þ 
declared in the Goſpel of our Saviour, 
That every Tree which bringeth not 
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forth good Fruit, ſhall be caſt into the 
Fire; and that not only that Tree 


which bringeth forth evil Fruit, but 


even that Tree which bringeth forth 
no Fruit at all, is ike to meet with 
the ſame fatal Concluſion. 


THE Inſtance of the Goats placed 
at the Left Hand of the Judge, fills 


me with Horror when I conſider, 
that they underwent that Doom, not 
merely becauſe they had done wicł- 
edly, but becauſe they neglected 70 
do Good: *Twas: becauſe they nei- 
ther fed the Hungry, nor gave Drink 
to the Thirſty, neither cloathed the 
Naked, nor viſited the Sick: And 


therefore, when from this Example 


I I proceed to conſider my own. Con- 
duct and Behaviour, what ſhametul 
Reproach and. Self- Condemnation 


muſt I be filled with, and caſt upon 
my ſelf this very juſt; and mortifying 


Complaint. —— Ob! thou dry and 
barren Wood, that deſerveſt to be 
made the Fuel for the everlaſting 


Flames, 
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Flames, the doleful Subject of Fire 
unquenchable! What wilt thou have 


to alledge for thy ſelf in that Day, 
when every minute Paſſage of thy 
Life ſhall be weighed in the Balance 
of an impartial Juſtice, and a ſtrict 
Enquiry made, How. it has been ſpent? 
When not a Hair of thy Head jhall 
fall to the Ground, nor a Moment of 
thy Time be unaccounted for ? 


O areadful' Straight !' O Anguiſh 
znſupportable! On the one hand, my 
Sins accuſing me; on the other, Ju- 
ſtice terrifying me! Beneath me a 
gaping Hell, an infernal Lake ready 
to devour me! Above, an angry 
Judge ready to paſs Sentence upon 
me! Within me, hidden Remor/c, 
and a Self - accuſing Conſcience / 
Round about me, the material 
World all. in Flames, and melting 
into a liquid Conflagration! And it 
in theſe laſt great Extremities of 
| Nature ; 
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Nature; if under theſe tremendous 
Circumſtances of awakening Juſtice, 
the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
then ſhall the Sznner, unprepared for 
Judgment, and laden with Iniquity, 
be able to appear? Twill be :mpoſ- 
ſible for him to be concealed, and 
yet to appear will be altogether into- 
lerable. 


AN D. now, O my Sour! 
where canſt thou look for Safety! 
or what Proſpect of Relief or Com- 
fort canſt thou hope for? What 
Counſel canſt thou take? What 
Direction canſt thou follow > Who 
or where 1s he that is, by Way 
of Eminence and Diſtinction, tiled, 
The Guardian Angel, The Ambaſſa 
dor of Heaven, The Almighty Savi 
our? Tis JIEsus himſelf, eve 
Jeſus my Judge, within whoſc 
Arms I tremble. But yet take 
Heart, O my SOUL, and do no 

utter 
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utterly deſpond ; dare even yet to 
caſt thy Confidence on him whom 
thou feareſt; fly to him from whom 


thou haſt fled ; for in bim alone is Sal- 


vation, 


BLESSED 
thy Name, ſo be thy Mercy! Look 


upon me a poor helpleſs Suppliant 
at the Throne of thy Grace, ſince in 


thee alone is my Hope and Help, It 


thou wilt vouchſafe to receive me 


into thy compaſſionate Arms, I know 


full well they will not be the 
{treighter for the Reception, nor 
thy Bowels ever the more contracted 
for my Admittance into them. Tis 
true, O Lord, my guilty Conſcience 
tells me I have deſerved Damnation, 
nor can my Repentance make the 
leaſt Attonement or Satisfaction for 
my Sins. But then I know, and am 
perſuaded, that thy Mercy is as in- 
finite as hy ſelf, and that therefore 

| y 


Jr su! according to 
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it can ſurmount my fouleſt Offences 
it can pardon my moſt grievous 
Provocations,———lIn thee, O Lord, 
alone do I put my Truſt; Oh, caſt 
not away thy Servant in Diſpleaſure; 
and ſo I ſhall not periſh for ever. 


Amen, | 
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THE 


BENEFITS 


OF OUR 


'LORD's PASSION. 


— 


n 


From the Latin of GE RR AR D. 


8 


1 


S often as I contemplate he 
A Sufferings of my Saviour, I pre- 
ſume to entertain Things of 
the higheſt Importance, with regard 
both to the Love of my God, and 
the Pardon of my Sins; For the very 


Circumſtances of my Saviour's Death, 
are 
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are lively Emblems of my Savour's | © 
Mercy: Inſomuch that when I behold | © 
his Head inclining on the Croſs, me- 1 
thinks I ſee him bowing to ſalute me: 14 
When I view his wide expanded Arms, / 
they ſeem to me in a Poſture ready 
to embrace me, His open Hands are 
Repreſentations of the Bleſſings he 
beſtows upon me; and his gaping Side "I 
loudly beſpeaks the Ardour- of his 
Love, which is in his very Heart: 
He is lifted up on high, that he might} © 
draw all Men to himſelf : His Wounds Ar 
look pale and wan with Anguiſh off! 
Pain, but they ſhine bright and freſh Y! 
with the Fervours of Love; -and pe 
through the Opening of his Hound, 
we have Acceſs to the Secrets of his 
Heart: With Him muſt needs beſ del 
plenteous Redemption, fince not herc 
and there a ſingle Drop, but a whole 
Stream of Blood flowed plentifully**: 
through each penetrated Part of hi 
wounded Body, As the Grape tha lov 
is preſſed in the Vine Preſs diffuſes ii a 
Juice in Abundance, even ſo the Fl: tory 
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of Chriſt, labouring under the Weight 
of divine Wrath, and preſſed down 
with the heavy Burden of the Sins of 
a whole World, pours out even the 
Blood of God, to ſoften the Anger of God, 
n and heal the Stripes of us ſinful Men. 


e WI V Abraham was about to offer 
4 vp his Son in Sacrifice to the Lord, 
is the Lord faid, + Now know I that 
: be loveſs me, ſeeing thou haſt not 
u 21th-beld thine only Son from me: 
ds And thou, in like Manner, O . my 
of1992UL, be always ready to confels, 
ef with humble Gratitude, the un- 
ndl ſpeakable Love of thy eternal Father, 
4, fince he alſo ſpared not bis own Son, 
high ut freely gave bim up for us All, and 
del delivered Him to Death for us, that 

\erel we, through his Death, might have 
vole} Life: So that while we were yet Sin- 
If}, Wwe were reccuciled unto God 
nil rough the Death of bis Son. He 

chal loved us while we were yet Enemies, 
s it and can we then think that he will ever 
Hill forget us, now that He has reconciled 
us 


116 Sacramental Devotions, 


us to himſelf by the Death of his 
Son? Nay, is it poſſible to conceive, 
that he will ever be unmindful of us, 
or throw us out of his Care, unleſs we 
eould, at the fame Time, conceive, 
that 'twere- poſſible for Him to forget 
the precious Pledge of his Son's Love, 
and the infinite Ranſom of his Blood, 
when we are aſſured, from Infallibi- 
lity itſelf, that the Lord puts our Tears 
in bis Bottle, and orders every good 
Man's Steps ? Or, indeed, can Chriſt 
Himſelf, both the Sacriſice and the 
Sacrtificer too, be forgetful of thoſe, 
for whoſe Sake He vouchſafed to 
bleed and die, and for whom, there- 


fore, He lives for Ever to make Inter- 


ceſſian? Can he be ever unmindful of 
thoſe in Heaven, for the Sake of whom 
he endured ſuch inexpreſſible Tor- 
ments upon Earth? | 


CooN SIDE R then, O my Sou t, 
the great Variety of ineſtimable Bene- 
| fits that accrue to thee by Virtue of 
thy Sawour's Suffer:ngs ! Chriſt, our 

compaſ- 


U L, 
ene; 
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our 


pal- 
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compaſſionate High Prieſt, ſweat out 
great Drops of Blood for us in his 
Agony in the Garden, to prevent our 
being overwhelmed with cold deſpair- 
ing Sweats, in the Hour of Death! 
He ſpontaneouſly contended with all 
the formidable Artilleries of Death, 
that he might ſave us from the Miſe- 
ries of Eternal Death, when we are 
contending with the laſt Agonies of a 
Temporal one. His Soul was exceedin 


forrowful, even unto Death (as the 


Evangeliſt deſcribes it) that we might 
live with him in Heaven, and when 
the Bitterneſs of Death is over, be 


crowned with Fay unſpeakable and full 


of Glory. 


Bur to reflect more particularly 
upon the Circumſtances of his Paſſion; 
Conſider, that the Son of Man was 
betrayed into the Hands of Sinners, 
that he might reſcue us ſinful Men 
from the Snares of the Devil: He 
ſuffered himſelf to be betrayed by 4 
Kiſs, the Pledge of Love, and the 

. ; Token 
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Token of Affection, that he might 
cancel that Guilt, which our Adver- | 
ſary the Devil had brought upon our 
firſt Parents, under the Semblance of | 
officious Counſel, and the plauſible ; 
Appearance of a ſingular Kindneſs, || * 
He ſuffered himſelf to be taten, and \ 
bound, and led away as a Maloefactor, : 

te 
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on purpoſe to releaſe us from the 
Chains of Satan, and free us from the 


Thraldom of an everlaſting Captivity. - 

Wx may further obſerve, that He = 
choſe to enter on his PAss oN in the S 
Garden, that he might expiate that 10 


Original Guilt that was contracted in 
the Garden of Paradiſe; He was, un- 
der that Conflict, ſtrengthened by an 
Angel, to the Intent that he might 
make us Angelical, and rank us among 
the Number of the Sons of God: He 
was forſaken by his Diſciples, that we 
might, even after our ſhameful Re- 
lapſe into Sin, be again reconciled to 
our Offended God, and ſtick the cloſer | I 
to him by a more intimate Union, He .it. 
Was 
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was accuſed by Falſe Witneſſes before 
the Council, to prevent the Accuſations 
of Satan againſt us for the Breach of 
God's Law, before God's Tribunal : 
He was condemned on Earth, that 
we might be acquitted in Heaven, 
When he was accuſed before Pontius 
Pilate, as a guilty Criminal, though 
He knew no Sin, neither was Guile 
found in his Mouth, yet we find him 
filent, and not opening his Mouth, 
to the Intent that We the Criminals 
might not be found dumb and ſpeech- 
leſs, and utterly inexcuſable by Rea- 
ſon of our Sins, when we ſhall be 
ſummoned to appear before the Bar of 
God's Juſtice. He ſuffered himſelf to 
be buffeted by the rude Rabble, and 
to undergo Cruel Mockings, that we 
might not be perſecuted with the 
Laſhes of Conſcience, and the Buffetings 
Satan: His ſacred Face was covered 
and blindfolded, that he might take 
away the Veil of Sin from us, which 
intercepts our Sight of God, and is the 
fatal Cauſe of that inexcuſable Igno- 


rance, 
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rance, which is damnable in its Nature, 
and leads to a State of Eternal Dark- 
neſs : He was willing to be ſtripped of 
his external Veſtments, that we might 
be cloathed with that Robe of R:ghte- 
ouſneſs and inward Purity, which we 
had loſt by our Diſobedience. He 
was torn with Thorns and cruel 
Scourges, that he might bear our 
Griefs, and carry our Sorrows: He 
bore the dolorous Weight of his own 
Croſs, that he might deliver us from 
the Weight of that Eternal Puniſb- 
ment, which was the deſerved Wages 
of our Sins: He cried out in Extre- 
mity, that he was forſaken by God, 
that He might ſecure us an everlaſting 
Habitation with God in Heaven: He 
thirſted on the Croſs that he might 
inſpire us with the refreſhing Dew of 
Divine Grace; and keep us from 
coming into that Place of Torment, 
where we ſhould in vain call for a 
Drop of Water to cool our parched 
Tongue. —— Chriſt our Ranſom, aſ- 
ſum'd the Condition of a condemned 


Sinner, 
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Siren that he might ſave us Sinners 
from a. State of Condemnation ; and 
readily endured the ſcorching Ven- 
geance.of an angry God, to reſcue us 
from the Rage of thoſe Infernal 
Flames which cannot be quenched : 
He was condemned as a Malefactor, 
though Himſelf the moſt Innocent, 
that we the Criminals might be acquit- 
ted; and was ſlain by wicked Hands, 
on - purpoſe to preſerve us from the 
tormenting Hands of a tyrannizing De- 
vil. He cried out for Gr:ef and very 
Bitterneſs of Soul, to fave us from 
eternal Weeping and Wailing, and 
Gnafhing of Teeth, He ſhed out full 
Tides of Tears, that he might wie off 
all Tears from our Eyes; and at laſt 
cloſed his Eyes in Death, that He 
might open tous the Gates of Ever- 
laſting Life ; and ſo by the Ignominy of 
the Croſs, to make us Partakers of that 
Crown of Righteouſneſs which fadeth 
not au, and inſtate us in the Joy of 
Angels, and the Triumphs of Heaven. 
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122 Sacramental Devotions, « 


In a Word, He ſuffered for all, that 
All through him might be ſaved, 


TAKE Courage then, OmySou L, 
and do not forfeit this GRAND CHAR- 
TER of thy Redemption : Forget not 


that Multiplicity of Bleſſings which 


attends thy Saviour's Sufferings, nor 
ever caſt off thy Confidence in thy 
adorable Redeemer. For thougn thou 
haſt offended againſt an infinite Good- 
neſs, yet remember, that an infinite 
Price is paid down for the Offence. 
Thou art, indeed, to be judged for all 
thy Sins ; but know withal, that the 
Son of God, who has taken upon 


Himſelf the Iniquities of us all, has 


been already judged ; and though They 
richly deſerve Puniſhment, yet God 
has already puniſhed them in his Son: 
If thoſe Wounds thy Sins have made 
in thee, are truly great, yet they are 
not ſo great or incurable, but what 


may be healed by the precious Bal- 


ſam of the Blood of Chrift. —— The 
Law of Moſes, indeed, has denounced 
a Curſe 
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and fuitable Meditations. 123 
a Curſe againſt Thee for not obſerving 
all Things that vere written in the Book 
of the Law; But Chriſt is become 
a Curſe for Thee, and the Hand- 
writing which was againſt Thee, and 
regiſtred in- the Court of Heaven, is 
cancelled and blotted out by the 
Blood of Him that ſpeaketh better 
Things than that of Abel. Moſt gladly, 


. ſweeteſt JESU! will I 


eſteem thy Meritorious Sufferings as 
the laſt beſt Refuge of my deſponding 
Soul. 
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The Concluſroe Pray R. 


LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
GOD and MA N, IT return 
Thee all poſſible Praiſe and Thanks 
for this thy unſpeakable Kingntſ$ to 38: 
miſerable Sinners, in that thou” haſt, 
out of thine own free Mercy, without 
any Merit of ours, redeemed us from 
Sin and Death by the wonderful Effi- 
cacy of thy hats. Paſſion, and merito- 
rious Death: Oh! ſweet Ixsus! how 
bitter and great were thy Pains / 

How horrible and cruel thy Ae wg 
ment! How. bloody thy Wound, 1 
How ſhameful thy Death! and yet 
ſuch as Thou, who art God bleſſed for 
ever, didſt voluntarily endure for us 
Anfall Men, and for our Salvation: 

Thou didſt expire on the Croſs, and 
gaveſt 
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gaveſt up the Ghoſt in Extremity of 4 
Soul; that fo by thy Torments, have- 
ing quitted us from all Guilt, as well 
of Crime as of Puniſhment, we might 
be healed: To this End, Thou didſt 
bear the Burden of our Sins upon the 
Wood of the Cro/s, that Thou mighteſt 
recover the Peace of Souls, and obtain 
the true Righteouſneſs for as many as 
believe in Thee, 


| 

THEREFORE, O merc:ful Redeemer “ 
: O thou Som of the living God! for 
„ theſe Torments, and all other 7 
C 
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Paſſions, I will honour and praite 

Thee for ever; beſeeching Thee moſt 

humbly, that the Effect of thy Paſ- 
- | Hons and bitter Death, may 5 in 
v | me moſk mightily; and that I, being 
ever mindful of the ſame, may rejoice 
- | therein, and make it my great Co N- 
! SOLATION againſt all the Tempta- 
t | tions of Satan, and againſt the Fear of 
Sin, and the Curſe of the Law; that 
is thy Croſs may become my GRAND 
© {| ExEMPLAR, both to teach and en- 
d F 2 courage 
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126 Sacramental Devotions, 
courage me to imitate ' thy Patience, 
to walk in thy Szeps, and to follow thy 
Example; that fo, by being patient in 
Tribulation, J may rejoice in Hope, 
and that while I celebrate the Cauſe 
of thy Death, I my ſelf may reap the 
ineſtimable Benefits of it: Grant, Oh 
my Triumphant Saviour ! that it may 
be ſo effectual in me, as to enable me 
to overcome the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil, even as thou haſt overcome 
Sin, Death and Hell. Thou haſt 
bought me with a Price, Oh! reject 
not, I beſeech thee, the Work of. 
thine own Hands, the Purchaſe of thy 
Redemption; but guide me with thy 
Counſel, defend me againſt all Temp- 
tations, and protect me in all Dangers 
and Adverfities, whether of Body or 
Mind; that ſo Sin may. not prevail 
againſt me, nor Satan, get the Domi- 
nion over me, but that my whole 
Spirit, and Soul, and Body, may be 
preſerved blameleſs againſt thy Second 
Coming; and that, as thou haſt orce 
in the End of the World, appeared to put 


away: 
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and ſuitable Meditations. 127 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of Thy ſelf, ſo 
alſo, to all thoſe that in Faith and 

© Sincerity look for Thee, thou mayeſt 
appear à Second Time without Sin unto 
Salvation. Grant this, O merciful Sa- 
viour, for thy own infinite Merits 
Sake; To whom, with the Father and. 
the Holy Gho/?, be aſcribed all Power 
and Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe, 
for Ever and Ever. Amen. 
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